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GREAT BRITAIN. 


The ship Garrick, at New York, brings London pa- 
ers to the 14th and Liverpool to the 15th ultimo. 
Mhey contain little news of interest. Parliament 
was again prorogued to the 2d of February, when it 
js actually to meet for the despatch of business. The 
treaty with China had arrived in England, with a 
letterof assent from the emperor, expressing his 
readiness to sign it immediately after it shall have 
received the signature of the British queen. There 
was no other news from China. General Lord Hill 
died on the 10th ultimo in the 71st year of his age. 
The insurrection at Barcelona, in Spain, was ended 
—though not till Espartero had bombarded the town 
forsome hours. It was, however, not materially in- 
jured. The mob, during the evening and day pre- 
ceding the surrender, attacked the town-house, 
where the treasury of the municlpality, consisting of 
0,000, was deposited, and having stolen it, pro- 
ceeded to other houses where it was supposed a si- 
milar booty could be obtained. The greatest confu- 
sion and violence reigned every where, until at last 
the respectable portion of the National Guards, who 
had a house, or property, or family to defend, were 
compelled to throw open the gates of the city to the 
soldiers,in order to protect themselves against the 
rabble which they had armed against the govern- 


ment. 
FRANCE. 

Crenxs. The France gives the following as a list 
of the number of clerks in the bureaus of the sever- 
al departments of the state, with their amount of 
salary: 





-_—— 


Employed. Salaries. 
Justice 153 371,000 
Foreign affairs 73 360,000 
Public instruction 129 292,900 
Interior 121 428,000 
War 420 1,800,000 
Marine 201 653,000 
Finances 895 2,511,500 
Commerce 130 338,000 
Public works 166 610,000 


Beet root sucar. The Moniteur publishes a table 
made out by the commissioners of the indirect taxes 
showing a comparative view of the production and 
consumption of beet-root sugar in France, and its 
manufactories in the sessions of 1841-’42, and 1842 
"43, of which we here give the totals. At the end of 
September last the number of manufactories in work 
was 44; in 1841 it wasthe same. The manufactories 
which had ceased working, but retained stores of su- 
gar, in 184] were 328; in 1842 they were 344—an in- 
crease of 16. The quantity of sugar in store at the 
commencement of the season of 1841-42 was 4,587,- 
206 kilos.; in that of 1842-43, it was 4,338,664 kilos. 
Decrease 248,632. The quantity manufactured in 
1841~°42 was 138,925 kilos.; and in 1842-43 it was 
222,462 kilos.—increase $3,537 kilos. The quantity 
delivered for consumption in 1841-42 was 744,187 
kilos; in 1842-'43 it was 897,852 kilos.—increase 
135,665 kilos. The duty paid in 1841-’42 amounted 
to 4,683,260fr.; in 1842~"43 it was 6,159,687fr.—in- 
crease 1,476,427fr. The quantity remaining in store 
at the end of season of 1841-"42 was 3,982,034 kilos.; 
at the end of the season of 1842-43 it was 3,681,274 
kilos.—decrease 300,760 kilos. 

[How the results of 1843 are found before the year’s 
commencing, is a question?) 

BELGIUM. 
_ Commerce. The Belgian minister of finances has 
just published an account of the commerce of Bel- 
glum during the year 1841. It appéars that the ex- 
Ports and imports together amounted to 488,847,819 
Vol. XII —Big. 21, 





francs, being 56,215,640fr. more than in 1838, which 
was the most prosperous year since the separation 
of Belgium from Holland. The great increase has 
been in the imports, which exceeded those of 1840 
by 30,815,251 fr. or 13 per cent. The total amount 
of imports was 277,220,650fr. The amount of ex- 
ports was 211,627,162fr. The amount of imports 
consumed in Belgium was 210,002,933fr. and of the 
total amount of exports 154,138,707fr. was for Bel- 
gian produce. 

Epucation. The king of the Belgians has just 
authorized the immediate establishment of a system 
of primary instruction throughout the kingdom, in- 
cluding religion, reading, writing, the system of 
weights and measures, the first rules of arithmetic, 
in some cases French, Flémish,or German. A nor- 
mal school is also to be established in each arron- 
dissement, in order to furnish: teachers to the prima- 
ry schools, in which the course of instruction is to 
include French and Flemish, or, in the place of the 
latter, German, arithmetic, drawing and surveying, 
music, gymnastics, geography, and history. 

Ss 


New rTarirr. The new Russian and Turkish ta- 
riff will come into operation on the 19th of July 
next, by which Russia continues to secure the ad- 
vantage of 3 per cent. on exports and imports, in- 
stead of 12 per cent. paid by other nations. The re- 
sult of this difference has been, in the words of a 
correspondent, “that while the British merchants at 
Constantinople have been sinking into ruin, the Rus- 
sians have been climbing to the top of the commer- 
cial tree.” 

The Agram Gazetle, in its Servian news, states 
that Micsicous, one of Prince Michael’s partisans, 
has been arrested, and taken to Belgrade, and that 
there is not the slightest hope of effecting a revolu- 
tion in favor of.the prince. He and his suite are 
still at Semlin. Several senators, friends of the 
prince, are at Vienna, and three others have repair- 
ed Constantinople. Mr. Fonblanque, the English 
consul, who protested strongly against the new order 
of things, has set out for Constantinople. 

Tue Jews. We find the following in a letter 
from Odessa of the 5th ult., confirming Miller’s doc- 
trine that the 2,300 days of Daniel’s vision are about 
toexpire. “Our government seems to be seriously 
disposed to grant emancipation to the Jews, whose 
numbers in Russia, according to the last census, a- 
mounted to about two millions two hundred thou- 
sand, The ministers of the interior and public in- 
struction have charged Dr. Lilienthal, the grand rab- 
bi of Riga, with the mission of visiting the eighteen 
governments of the empire in which Jews reside, to 
collect all the necessary details of their condition, 
informing them that the only object of the govern- 
ment is to be enabled to furnish gratuitously all the 
means of giving them the moral and intellectual 
education required for raising them to the rank of 
the other citizens, without in any manner interfer- 
ing with the free exercise of their religion. The 
Jews of our town are preparing to give Dr. Lilien- 
thal a solemn reception, his arrival being looked for 
from day to day.” 

BUENOS AYRES. 

“At the latest accounts from Entre Rios, the thea- 
tre of war, the federal forces had not moved, but it 
was expected a movement would soon take place. 
The contest is likely to be avery sanguinary one, Ge- 
neral Urquiza, federal governor of Entre Rios, has 
published a decree to the effect that every Unitarian 
(or Centralist) shall be put to death, and that who- 
ever shall meet with, find, or hear of one of oppo- 
site political opinions and not take his life, if in his 
power, shall die in his stead. Similar decrees have 
been issued in the Upper Provinces, now in a peace- 


ful state.” 
MEXICO. 

A late arrival at New Orleans brings intelligence 
from the city of Mexico to the 24th of December,— 
Another movement of a highly important character 
had just been made in the political matters of the re- 
public. By a nearly simultaneous movement through- 
out, the army had declared against the new federal 
constitution, recently promulgated by congress, then 
in session, and in favor of Santa Anna! Congress 
being without a party, and destitute of means, was 
wholly unable to maintain its authority. The mem- 
bers, therefore, issued a manifesto and quietly dis- 





persed. Forty of the most respectable citizens of 





the republic had already been selected to draught a 
hew constitution, which was to be submitted to Santa 
Anna and his ministers for their approbation. In the 
mean time, Santa Anna remains invested with power 
at all events for six months to come: 

Col. Southall, who but a few days since came pas- 
senger from Vera Cruz, and went immediately on to 
Washington, returned to New Orleans on the 29th 
inst. on his way to Mexico, and bears important des- 
patches to gen. Thompson. The Picayune says: “‘the 
revenue cutter Woodbury was ordered by Mr. Mor- 
gan, our ¢ollector, to sail immediately for Vera Cruz 
with Col. S., who used the utmost despatch in reach- 
ing this city from Washington. He had orders, we 
learn, to proeeed immediately to Vera Cruz in one 
of the United States men-of-war at Pensacola; but 
as he could reach his destination sooner by taking 
the cutter here she was immediately placed at his 
disposal.” 


Tarirr. News was received in New Orleans on 
the 9th inst. of an important alteratson in the present 
Mexican tariff. The tariff law imposes a duty of 
fifty per cent. on all merchandize above that previ- 
ously demanded, which will materially affect those 
engaged in trade with the republic. The reason for 
this increase is alledged to be the heavy national 
debt incurred for the prosecution of the wars in 
which that country has been involved, and the neces- 
sity of creating a revenue for the payment of interest 
on this debt, 


INDIA. 
From the correspondence of the N. York Evening Post. 
London, Dee. 12, 1842. 

By the news from India it appears that the British 
prisoners had a narrow escape—Akbar Khan having, 
after his defeat in the valley of Tezeen, given orders 
to Salih Mahomed, one of his chiefs, to put todeath 
such of them as were too weak to travel, and to 
carry the rest into the wilds of Toorkistan. The 
prisoners, however, had previously made overtures 
to this Salih to give him a large sum, if he would let 
them escape. Treachery 1s especially the vice of 
the Asiatic. So, as soon as Salih found that Akbar’s 
star was no longer in the ascendant, he closed with 
the proposal that he should have 20,000 rupees 
(£2,000) and 1,000 rupees per month for life—a very 
handsome addition to the income of a petty barba- 
rous chief. The traitor set out with the captives, 
but was hotly pursued by another chief. Some troops, 
despatched under the command of sir Richmond 
Shakspeare, just met them in time, or all their lives 
might have been sacrificed. The number recovered 
is 135 in all, amongst whom are thirty-four officers, 
nine ladies, and twenty-two children. As many as 
1,200 sepoys and others, supposed to have been 
slaughtered in the fatal retreat of last winter, were 
found at Cabul, and it is supposed that many more of 
the British troops will be diseovered scattered amongst 
the different villages of Affghanistan. The retreat 
from Cabul was expected to commence about the 12th 
of October. 

The most important item of intelligence to Ame- 
ricans, however, is the news from Bengal, announe- 
ing the complete failure on the part of the American 
planters to raise cotton in that district of Hindostan, 
in consequence of the hot winds and bad climate.— 
United States cotton growers, it would seem, have 
little to fear from that quarter for some time. All 
things, indeed, seem tending towards an increase of 
traffic between the two countries. 

















NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 


MEXICAN INDEMNITY. From the New Orleans 
Bee, January 5. We are happy to be enabled to in- 
form our readers, from information received from 
an unquestionable source, that the terms of pay- 
ment of the Mexican indemnity have been agreed 
upon, and the negotiation respecting them settled. 

The payments are to be made in ten half yearly in- 
stalments, with eight per cent. interest upon the prin- 
cipal. 

le case any delay occurs in meeting the payments 
as they fall due, an additional ten per cent. is to be 
added to the principal. 

Provisions are made for the consideration of such 
claims as have not yet been presented or adjudi- 
ly by appointing commissioners to exaime into 
them. 
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The payments, as they fall due, are guarantied by a 
mortgage npon the internal revenues of the republic 
on which no prior lien exists. 

We are right glad that this business is concluded. 
Mexico has set an example in the way of paying her 
debts that some of the states of this union, whose ci- 
tizens are wont to berate her without stint, would do 
well to follow. 


AN UNTOWARD OCCURRENCE. 
[From the Madisonian.] 


Account of the occurrences connected with the seizure 
and subsequent restoration of Monterey, by the naval 
forces of the United States under com. Thomas Ap 
Catesby Jones, in October, 1842. 


The following account is extracted from the of- 
ficial correspondence, as published in the Spanish 
language, in the newspaper called the Diario del 
Gobierno, at the city of Mexico, on the 14th of De- 
bember, 1842: 

It appears, in the first place, that the Mexican go- 
vernment, in anticipation of some attack on its distant 
territories of California, had sent a number of troops 
thither, under the command of Don Manuel Michel- 
toreno, who was appointed commandant general and 
inspector of both the Californias. These troops ar- 
rived at San Diego, the southernmost port on the 
Pacific side of California, in the middle of October 
last, and were on their way to Monterey, the capital 
of that country, wher the occurrences in question 
took place there. Monterey is a small village found- 
ed by the Spaniards in 1771, at the southern extre- 
mity ofa bay ofthe same name, near the 36th degree 
of latitude, about a hundred miles south of the great 
bay of San Francisco, and about three hundred and 
fifty miles north from the town of Angeles, where the 
commandant Micheltoreno was with his troops when 
the events in question occurred. 

On the 19th of October, commodore Jones arrived 
at Monterey, in the frigate United States, accom- 
panied by the Cyane under captain Stribling. As 
soon as the ships had anchored, captain Armstrong, 
the flag captain of the United States, landed, and 
delivered to the acting governor, Don Juan Alvara- 
do, a letter from commodore Jones, requiring the im- 
mediate surrender of the place, with its forts, castles, 
ammunition, arms, &c. tothe United States, in order 
to save it from the horrors of war, which would be 


rations. so soon as he became convinced of the exis- 
tence of peace between the two nations. 

The commandant Micheltoreno, according to his 
despatch to the minister of war at Mexico, received 
the news of the capture of Monterey on the 23d of 
the month, when he was at the rancho or farm of 
San Francisco, near Angeles. On the following day, 
he issued to all the commandants on the coast, to exert 
themselves to the utmost for the defence of their 
country against the perfidious North Americans, the 
declared enemies of Mexico, who had taken posses- 
sion of Monterey with four ships of war and eight 
hundred men; and, with that view, to join forces at 
Angeles, by whose bravery he doubted not that he 
should triumph and secure additional glory to the 
Mexican nation. On the day after the date of these 
orders, the governor received commodore Jones’s 
letter, in answer to which he sent a-series of propo- 
sitions for the settlement of such of the difficulties as 
might be arranged there, leaving the question of the 
seizure to be discussed between the two governments. 
Commodore Jones, in his reply, dated the 1st of No- 
vember, endeavored, as far as possible, to soothe 
and conciliate the excited feelings of the Mexicans; 
and expressed his readiness to meet governor Mi- 


to confer with him on his propositions. 


ember, when the vessel which brought the papers 


reno. 


on these occurrences, the acrimony of which may 


cheltoreno at Santa Barbara, without delay, in order 
Things remained in this state on the 19th of Nov- 


from the governor to Mexico quitted California; at 
that time commodore Jones had not met Michelto- 


The Mexican Diario contains some observations 
perhaps, under the circumstances of the case, be par- 


doned. The writer however, plainly declares his 
conviction that commodore Jones had attacked Mon- 


—=—=== 
(as T would the humblest member here) so far f, m 
it—I declare to you, Mr. Speaker, and to this honse 
in the presence of my God, that it is the most painful 
duty I have ever undertaken, and that I have most re. 
aceeey yielded to what I regarded as an imperatiye 
sense of constitutional and representative obligation 
I do not know how long I may have the honor of a 
seat in this house, for I am well aware that if the 
ability of the state legislature of Virginia is equal to 
their good will, I shall probably not be here long 
But I never could retire to the pursuits and enjo : 
ments of private life with a full consciousness of hay. 
ing discharged all my obligations to the constitution 
and to the country, if I were to omit this sacred dut 
as I hold it to be, if I should not make an effort ig 
discharge it. If I should fail, and should at a future 
day see the overgrown and bloated power of the fe. 
deral executive trampling down all opposition—if | 
should see the independence of this branch of the go. 
vernment prostrated and sacrificed—If I should haye 
the misfortune to see the energies of this great people 
relaxed into idle listlessness and tame submission to 
the iron will of a despotic tyrant, I shall have the 
satisfaction, with a proud heart and an erect bearin 
of reflecting that I for one, endeavored to arrest it. 
Mr. B. was here interrupted by a question of or- 
der, and after some discussion proceeded to read the 
charges, as inserted on page 203. 

Mr. B. then offered a resolution referring the 
charges to a committee of nine members, and the 
question being taken, was decided by yeas and nays, 
as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Adams. Landaff W. Andrews, Ar. 
nold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Barnard. Birdseye, Black 
Boardman, Botts, Boyd, Milton Brown, William B. 
Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, 
John C. Clark, Staley N.-Clark, Colquitt, James Coop. 
er, M. A. Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, Daniel, Garrett 


terey agreeably to orders from his government, with 
the object of conquering California; but that, finding 
the country in such a state of defence—thanks to the 
care of Santa Anna and Tornel, (the secretary of 
war) he had been obliged to abandon his plan and to 
invent a story for his justification. 





IMPEACHMENT OF THE PRESIDENT. 
In the house of representatives of the U. States on 
Tuesday, January 10th, Mr. Botts, in pursuance of a 
notice given the day previous, premised the charges 





the immediate consequences of a refusal to submit. 


Alvarado, upon this summons, ‘consulted the other | 


military and civil authorities; and finding that the 
garrison consisted of only twenty-nine men, that the 


which he proposed to prefer, [page 319,] and upon 
which he expected to found an impeachment against 
the acting president of the United States, with the 


James, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, McKennan, T. 





| following remarks: 








































artillery was composed of eleven pieces, entirely 
useless from the rottenness of their carriages, and 
that the whole number of muskets and carbines, 
good and bad, did not exceed a hundred and fifty— 
he surrendered the place, which was in consequence 
immediately occupied by the Americans. The ar- 
ticles of capitulation signed on the occasion provide 
that the Mexican soldiers shall march out with co- 
lors flying, and shall remain as prisoners of war until 
they can be sent to Mexico: that the inhabitants shall 
be protected in their persons and property, so long 
as they conduct themselves properly, and do not in- 
fringe the laws of the United States, &e. Commo- 
dore Jones at the same time issued a proclamation to 
the Californians, declaring that “he came in arms as 
the representative of a powerful nation, against 
which the existing government of Mexico had en- 
gaged in war, but not with the intention of spreading | 
dismay among the peaceful inhabitants,” and inviting | 
them to submit to the authority of a nation which 

would protect them forever in the enjoyment of li- 

berty, &c. &e. 


All these things things took place on the 18th of 
Qctober. Two days afterwards, on the 2lst of the 
month, commodore Jones addressed another letter to 
the acting governor Alvarado, to the effect, that in- 
formation received by him since the capture of the 
place, left him no reason to doubt that the difficulties 
between Mexico and the United States had been ad- 
justed; and that, being anxious to avoid all cause of 
future difficulties, he was ready to restore the place, 
with its forts and property, to the Mexicans, in the 
same condition in which they were before the sei- 
zure. Monterey was accordingly, on that day, evac- 
uated by the Americans, and re-occupied by the Mexi- 
cans, whose flag, on being re-hoisted, was saluted by 
the ships. Thus terminated the 3 days at Monterey. 
Immediately after the restitution of the place, com- 
modore Jones despatced a letter to the commandant 
Micheltoreno, in which he stated that he had been 
induced to invade California, by the manifesto ad- 
dressed by gen. Santa Anna to the diplomatic corps 
at Mexico, wherein his excellency had conditionally 





pitulation of Menterey had been as honorable to 
Mexico as circumstances would permit: and that he 






declared war against the United States: that the ca- | 


had restored the place, and ceased all offensive ope- | vance of those whom I should be proud to follow, 


I propose to introduce for the consideration of 
this house charges of corruption, malconduct, high | 
crimes and misdemeanors, committed by the acting | 
president of the United States—which I stand pre- 
pared to prove by evidence the most conclusive and | 
irresistible; and to ask the house to appoint a com- 
mittee to inquire into the truth of those charges, to 
report the testimony to the house, and their opinion 
as to what further action should be had thereon. [| 
do not ask the house in the absence of this testimony, 
to vote articles of impeachment against Mr. Tyler; 
but, after the most solemn deliberation, and a full 
conviction of my ability to prove every charge | 
bring against him, 1 not only ask, but I demand of 
this house—I demand, as a member of this house, 
that a committee be appointed, and that the truth of 
the charges be inquired into. This is a right which 
I should claim if 1 came here as the humblest citizen 
of the commonwealth of Virginia or of the nation, 
and declared my readiness to prove such charges 
against any high officer of the government; how much 
more so then, when I come here as the representa- 
tive of fifty thousand freemen! It is a constitutional 
question—and the highest of all constitutional ques- 
tions. This house have themselves declared—one 





hundred members of the whig party, constituting a 
majority of the members present—solemnly declared 
at the last session of congress, and placed the decla- 
ration on record, that, in their opinion, Mr. Tyler 
‘had committed impeachable offences. I have de- 
'clared it; and I feel it due to my personal honor, and 
to the personal honor of those who so acted—(and I 
envy not the man or set of men, who is prepared to 
‘deal with vague and indefinite charges, but are des- 
|titute of the boldness to stand up to them)—to put 
‘those charges in a tangible form, und to give the 
| president if innocent, an opportunity of repelling 
‘them. I make no charge of a vague and indefinite 
|character—I make none that [ am not prepared to 
}stand to. Ihave acted on this subject considerately. 
'I have had since the last session to deliberate, and 
the more I have reflected the more imperative I have 

felt my duty to be, to bring the subject to the con- 
| sideration of the house, 
In doing this, let me declare that so far from be- 
ing actuated by a desire to render myself conspicu- 
‘ous before the country, or to throw myself in ad- 





Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, Fessenden, Killmore, 


A. Lawrence, Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Goggin, Green, 


Halsted, flays,Houston, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll 


ly 


I. Marshall, Mathiot, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Mor. 


row, Osborne, Owsley, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, 


Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, James 
M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sewell, Shepperd, Slade. Tru: 


man Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Stratton, John T. Stuart, 
Summers, John B. ‘Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, 
Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, War- 
ren, Washington, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, 
Christopher H. Williams, John Young—83. 


NAYS—Messrs. Sherlock J. Andrews, Arrington, 
Atherton, Baker, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Borden, 
Bowne, Brewster, Briggs, A. V. Brown, Chas. Browa, 
Burke, Burnell, Wm. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Pa- 
trick C. Caldwell, Calhoun, John Campbell, Cary, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cowen, Cross, Cush: 
ing, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, 
Eastman, John C. Edwards, Ebert, Everett, Ferns, 
John G. Floyd, Chas. A. Floyd, Fornance, Gates, Gid- 
dings, Gilmer, Patnck G. Goode, William O. Goode, 
Gordon, Graham. Gustine. Gwin, Harris, Hastings, 
Henry, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Howard, Hubbard, 
Hudson, Hunter, James Irvin, William: W. Irwin, Jack, 
William Cost Johnson, Cave Johoson, I. D. Jones, 
Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, 
Abraham MeClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Me- 
Keon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Samson 
Mason, John Thompson Mason, Mathews, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Mitchell, New- 
hard, Oliver, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Pickens, 
Proffit, Read, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, 
Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, 
Sprigg, Steenrod, Stokely, Alexander H. H. Stuart, 5um- 
ter, Jacob Thompson, ‘Tillinghast, Trotti, Van Buren, 
Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Ward, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Winthrop, Wise, Wood, Augustus Young—127. 














STATES OF THE UNION. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Oricin oF THE Senate. In lecturing before the 
Hamilton literary association of Brooklyn, on the 
subject of “the jurisprudence of the puritans,” P. 
W. Chandler, esq. of Boston gave the following humo 
rous account of certain difficulties in the general 
court of Massachusetts, which resulted in the estab- 
lishment of the Senate of that state, as at present 
constituted: 

In accordance with the charter, the governor and 
assistants were elected annually by the freemen, and 
altogether constituted the general court. In_ this 
originated the present representative system of New 
England. The representatives and assistants met 1 
common, and the governor presided; but occasionally 
altercations arose between them, and finally, while 
gravely discussing a case presented by a poor woman 
for the recovery of a pig, the breach became so wide 
that all attempts to heal it were in vain, and the con 
troversy ended in a separation of the assistants from 
the representatives, and their organization into a Se 
parate body—precisely equivalent to the Senate, each 


house possessing a check upon the other, and in all 











respects, constituted as now. ‘The lecturer here re 
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marked {hat the cackling of a goose saved Rome; and 


of the Massachusetts Senate! 

werhe following, from the same lecture, may serve 

hint to certain fashionables of the present day: 
a 1649 the magistrates and citizens formed an 
iation for the purpose of arresting the practice of 
ae ng long hair by the men—a custom which they 
bs nounced uncivil, unholy, and every way pernicious, 
Prrhis was the first associated effort in America for 
gecting by moral force and suasion, a reformation of 
bad habits. Besides this, the, elders of the several 
churches were earnestly exhorted to preach against 


long hair. 


—_- 


RHODE ISLAND. 

Mr. Dorr’s CORRESPODENCE last spring has been 
prought to light. . Among his papers is a Jong, well 
gritten letter from senator Wright, rebuking him 
indly for the giddy haste and violence of the proceed: 
ings, tue t00 free use of the names of his political 
jiends at Washington, and admonishing him of the 
secessity of discretion. It thus concludes: 

“Pardon me for saying that I think the great duty 
now resting 8 you is caution, caution, caution: for- 
pearance, forbearance, forbearance. Suffer wrong, 
put not do wrong, and yield all the feeling which can 
be yielded with the preservation of principle. If it 
pe possible, you must let the time come for the organ- 
ization of the government under the constitution the 
eople have adopted, before you come at all in conflict 
with the authorities which are lawfully and constitu- 
tionally to exist till that time.—You cannot fail to see 
that your discretion must measure the support which 
your friends abroad can give you. They can sustain 
vou in doing right.—They cannot, in doing wrong, 

I shall be pleased to hear from you at all times, 
and again let me say, this communication is entirely 

rivate and wholly personal in its origin. 

| am, respectfully, your ob’t servant, 

SILAS WRIGHT, Jr. 

Thomas W. Dorr, Esq.” 

If this wholesome advice had been taken, the mor- 
tifying scenes that followed might have been averted. 
We add part of Mr Woodbury’s letter: 

Washington, 17 April, 1842. 

Dear sir; We were much surprised last evening to 
receive copies of the president’s letter in relation to 
your domestic affairs, None ofthe democracy have 
any confidence in his stability or his patriotism.— 
What are my views on the general course of policy 
now in controversy, and on his recent letter, I will 
give you ina few lines by an extract from a letter 
just written by me to some citizens of Pittsburgh, 
(Penn,) in reply to an invitation toa public dinner. 

* 5 * * ¥ 
Respectfully. 
LEVY! WOODBURY. 


[.N. Y. American, 


Thomas W. Dorr, Esq.” 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Governor’s Messace. We extract from governor 
David R. Porter’s message the passages relating to 
the financial condition of the state. The rest of the 
message contains nothing of any general interest: 


“In common with every state in the union, and 
with all parts of the commercial world, the citizens 
of Pennsylvania are now undergoing the severe ordeal 
of pecuniary embarrassment. Business of all kinds 
iscrippled and paralyzed: private and public enter- 
prize has been arrested; the timid alarmed, and even 
the boldest staggared at impending evils. But it is 
some consolation for us to reflect, that these difficul- 
lies are the bitter fruits, so far as Pennsylvania is 
concerned, of the rash and impolitic legislation of a 
single year, and that none of the responsibility rests 
Upon us. 

“For upwards of ten years Pennsylvania had been 
gradually improving her condition, and enjoying all 
the advantages that can arise from a substantial cur- 
tency, and the entire confidence of all parts of the 
world. At an unfortunate period, the banking capi- 
tal, which had been, during this flourishing season, 
about twenty millions of dollars, was increased to 
hear sixty; and, as one of the most fatal consequences, 
Nany unwise and impolitic public improvements, un- 
dertaken—corporations created for purposes far be- 
yond their means to accomplish—individuals con- 
tracted responsibilities and entered into speculations, 
Which they were totally unable to bring to a success- 
ul close; ‘and finally to render the catastrophe more 
destructive, the explosion of this enormous bank bub- 

le has crushed all these enterprizes, public and pri- 
Yate, and left in every quarter of the state some mo- 
hument of blasted hope and public folly. It will re- 
quire a little time to recover from the panic, and to 
‘stimate, with precision, the extent of the mischief. 


community, sustained as they are by our :mmense 


portion of the community eugaged in agricultural 
pursuits is comparatively free from debt and embar- 
rassment, and possessed of all the benefits that arise 
from favorable seasons and plentiful harvests. 

“T can myself see no just ground for that despon- 
dency which seems to pervade, so generally, the 
minds of the people. The injury to our credit abroad, 
although productive of much temporary inconve- 
nience, will ultimately be serviceable to the commu- 
nity. If there be any of her citizens, who think that 
she will prove faithless and unwilling to discharge 
her obligations, we may safely say, they know little 
of her true character, and meet with no encourage- 
ment, or favor, from any considerable portion of the 
community. To do what she agrees to do, and to 
pay what she promises to pay, are two of her dis- 
tinguishing characteristics; and he who would seek 
to induce her to forfeit either of them, will find, that 
he gains neither the confidence nor respect of her 
citizens by the attempt. She may be temporarily 
obliged to postpone the discharge of her engagements 
until a more convenient season; but to deny the obli- 
gation itself, or to refuse to comply with it, would 
be a reproach upon her integrity, which no public 
man dare advise or sanction. 

“‘However great her public debt may seem to be, 
a tax of a few cents per ton upon her coal and iron, 
which are scattered in every hill and valley through- 
out her borders, will at some future day not only pay 
the interest on her public debt, but the principal also, 
probably within the lifetime of many of those who 
are now upon the stage of public action. This tax 
would be paid in a great measure by the consumers 
of these products in other states, and would be scarce- 
ly felt by her own citizens. Cut off as this country 


supply of coal and iron, on which it has hitherto 
chiefly depended, the day is not far distant, when 
Pennsylvania will supply more than three-fourths of 
the other states of this union with coal and a majori- 
ty of them with iron. 


“The whole amount of the present funded debt 

of the state, exclusive of the deposite of the sur- 
lus revenue, is $37,937,788 24. This debt is reim- 
ursable as follows: 

Balance of loan per act of 


14th April, 1838, $15,000 00 
In year 1841 56,022 60 
‘1844 62,500 00 
“ §=6$1846 4,194,242 08 P 
6 1847 72,335 06 
«1850 1,000,000 00 
6 1853 2,000,000 00 
“ §=61854 3,000,000 00 
“ §=61856 2,783,161 88 
“(1858 7,070,661 44 
‘= 1859 1,250,000 00 
“ 1860 2,648,680 00 
“ 1861 120,000 00 
“= «1862 2;265,400 00 
“ 1863 200,000 00 
“ §61864 2,515,000 00 
« 1865 2,776,610 00 
‘ =1868 2,824,000 00 
“ 1870 1,957,362 15 


At the expiration of cer- 
tain bank charters, 

Interest due Ist August 
last for which certifi- 
cates have been issued, 
redeemable in August, 
1843 871,075 53 

$37,937,788 24 
This debt has been ‘contracted for the following 

purposes, viz; 

For canals and rail- 





ways $30,533,629 15 
To pay interest on pub- 

lic debt 4,410,135 03 
For the use of the trea- 

sury 1,571,689 00 
Turnpikes, state roads, 

&e. 930,000 00 


Union canal 200,000 00 
Eastern Penitentiary 120,000 00 
Franklin rail road 100,000 00 


Pennsylvania and Ohio 
canal 20,000 00 
Insane asylum 22,335 06 





$37,937,788 24 





The value of our public improve- 





It will probably be found far less than has been ge- 


ments, estimated at cost, is 


natural resources, will soon overcome this temporary | Turnpike and bridge stock 

repulse, and goon, as if ithad never happened. Some | Canal and navigation stock 

will be unfortunately ruined, but the great mass of the | Rail road stock 

community will in the end be little affected. That| Money due on unpatented lands, esti- 


now is, and must continue to be, from the European | 


— 


nerally supposed. The vigor and industry of the , The state owns bank stock which cost 


at par 2,108,700 00 
2,836,262 45 
842,778 66 
365,276 90 


mated at 1,000,000 00 





$37,686,647 16 
The foregoing does not include the amount due to 
domestic creditors, entered on the books of the audi- 
tor general, per resolution of 7th April, 1842. 


These internal improvements, for the construction 
of which the principal amount of the state debt has 
been incurred, consist of 793 1-4 miles of canals and 
railways completed, and 140 3-4-miles of canal in 
progress of construction and nearly completed, 
The finished works are the following;— 

Miles. 


The Delaware canal, from Easton to tide at 





Bristol, 59 3-4 
The main line of canal and railway from 

Philadelphia to Pittsburg, 395 1-4 
Canal from Beaver on the Ohio river to the 

mouth of the French creek feeder, in the 

direction of Erie, 97 3-4 
Canal from Franklin on the Allegheny river 

to Conneaut lake, 49 1-4 
Canal, Susquehanna and North Branch, from 

Duncan’s Island to Lackawana, lll 1-4 
Canal, west branch from Northumberland to 

Farrandsville, ; 73 
Several side cuts and navigable feeders 7 
Total canals and railways completed, 793 1-4 


Canals in progress and nearly completed:— 


Miles. 
North Branch extension, from Lackawana to 
New York line, 90 
Erie extension from the mouth of the French 





creek feeder to Erie harbor, 38 1-2 
Wisconisco canal from Dunecan’s island to 

Wisconisco creek, 12 1-4 
Total canals in progress, 140 3-4 


“The state has always met the payment of the inte- 
rest upon the public debt with punctuality, until the 
semi-annual] payment due on the Ist of August last, 
when, for want of adequate provision for that pur- 
pose, certificates of the amount due to each holder 
of the stock were issued, bearing an interest of six 
per cent, payable in one year, agreeably to the act 
passed the 25th day of July last. It now becomes 
the imperative duty of the legislature to make a pro- 
vision, as well for its payment, as for the payment 
of the interest falling due on the first of February 
and August next. 

‘Until some made of raising the amount necessary 
for the payment of this interest, less burthensome to 
the people, is devised, the taxes imposed by existing 
laws seem to be indispensable. It may be worthy 
the consideration of the legislature, however, whether 
the present defective system of making assessments, 
and reaching the objects of taxation, does not require 
revision. It is believed if such revision be judicious- 
ly made, that no increase of the taxes now authoriz- 
ed would be necessary to produce an adequate amount 
from that source, to cover the pressing demands made 
upon the treasury. 

‘You will observe, by a report, accompanying this 
message, that in pursuance of the act of assembly, 
passed for that purpose on the 27th day of July last, 
proposals were invited for the sale of the public im- 
provements of the commonwealth. No bid for the 
same, that can possibly be accepted, was received. 
This measure was suggested in my last annual mes- 
sage, believing that, in our present embarrassed con- 
dition, it was an experiment, which might be produc- 
tive of relief, worth trying. It has been tried, and 
has utterly failed. The truth is, the amount of mo- 
ney necessary for the purchase of any considerable 
portion of our improvements, is far greater than any 
citizens of our country are,able to raise for that pur- 
pose. Were they to be sold at all, they would ne- 
cessarily, either directly or indirectly, fall into the 
hands of foreign capitalists. The people must, in a 
great measure, lose. the control over their manage- 
ment, and they would necessarily become private 
monopolies. This. would seem to be a measure as 
dangerous to. the public interest, as it would be hu- 
miliating to the public pride. 

“The revenues upon our public works haye not di- 
minished in any proportion to the extent of the em- 
barrassments which have been thrown in the way of 
trade. It will be seen by referring to the report of 
the canal commissioners, which will shortly be laid 
before you, that notwithstanding the scarcity and de- 
preciation of money, the yer gee condition of credit, 

0 
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from tolls for the fiscal year, ending the 30th Novem- 
ber, 1842, amount to $920,499 42 
The expenditures, for all purposes, for the 
nine months commencing on the Ist 
March and ending 30th November, 


1842, amount to 390,046 70 





Leaving an excess of receipts for the 
year, over the expenses of nine months, 
of 530,452 72 
‘notwithstanding the decrease of tolls has been 
159,396 61. 
“The receipts and expenditures on the main lines 
have been as follows: | 
Tolls received in All axpenses and 
1842. liabilities for 9 








; months, 
Columbia rail road $375,461 50 $132,499 45 
Eastern and Juniata 
divisions 195,780 16 45,072 12 

Allegheny & Portage 
rail road, 124,258 40 96,528 63 
Western division 85,449 42 26,000 30 
$762,949 48 $300,180 20 


“Leaving an excess of tolls over expenditures of 
$462,769 28, on the above usually denominated the 
main line from Philadelphia to Pittsburg. 

“On the Delaware division and other branches of 
the canals, the excess of tolls over expenditures, dur- 
ing the same period, has been $67,683 44. It is 
worthy too of remark that the expenses for repairs 
alone for the nine months has been only $164,526 30. 

“This exhibit cannot fail to inspire us with increas- 
ed confidence in the ultimate value and usefulness of 
our public works, strengthened as it is by the fact, 
that there has been a falling off in the canal tolls of 
New York, for the fiseal year ending 30th November, 
of $284,391 89.” 

[The message then goes on to recommend that the 
sums heretofore pe by the state for bridges over 
canals, &¢. shall hereafter be paid by the owners of 
neighboring property concerned, and by the town- 
ships and counties in which they are located. Hopes 
that ample provision will be made to withdraw from 
circulation the notes issued by the banks in pursuance 
of the act of 4th May, 1841. Invites consideration to 
the present condition of the Bank of Pennsylvania, 
and ee the state and stockholders may be placed on 
the same equal footing in its management accord- 
ing to the amount of stock held. Calls attention 
to the requirements of the act of congress for the 
election of representatives, and also to the subject of 
selecting jurors in the several counties of the state; 
again expresses an opinion in favor of a liberal sys- 
tem of education by common schools, and recom- 
mends the encouragement of volunteers (of whom the 
state can now on the shortest notice muster upwards 
of 35,000 ready for action) as the best means for ren- 
dering the militia system the least burthensome. It 
complains that the tendency of public opinion for a 
number of years past has gradually been to weaken 
and relax the execution of the criminal laws. Sug- 
gests the regulation and definement of the power of 
the aldermen and justices of the peace of Philadel- 
=m in criminal cases. The state treasurer Job 

Jann, esq. was appointed to receive the state’s land 
distribution quota, and has received its amount, 
60,313 17. It also advises a suitable appropriation 
or engraving the maps and printing the final report 
of the Geology of the state, and concludes by recom- 
mendations of retrenchment and early adjournment. 


DELAWARE. 

THE LEGISLATURE met on the 3d instant at Dover, 
and organized by the choice of Presley Spruance, 
resident of the senate, and George R. Fisher, clerk. 
fn the house, Wm. O. Redden was chosen speaker, 
and John R. McFee, clerk. The governor’s mes- 
sage was deliveredthesameday. Inithesays: “Our 
public finances are still free from embarrassment, 
our surplus revenue remains undiminished, ané 
every demand which has been made in the meantime 
upon the treasury of the state has been promptly met 
and discharged. Our currency, though reduc.ed, is 
still perfectly sound; our credit continues unimpaired, 
and no imputation or suspicion of political fraud or 
public dishonor rests upon the fair fame of our com- 
monwealth;—and every consideration conspires to 
— that the people of our state, as far as ther con- 

ition is affected by the action of their own imwiediate 
government, are still pre-eminently prospercus and 
happy. Conscious as you must be, that we are .imme- 


diately indebted for these enviable blessings, to the 


wisdom of those who have preceded you in th e hono- 
rable stations which you now occupy, you car ynot fail 
‘ endeavor, by every means in your powe) ;, to pre- 
~ and perpetuate them to the latest po: iterity. 
WILLIAM B. COO pgR.” 
“ary 3, 1843 





VIRGINIA. 

Improvrment. The Herald states that $50,000 
have, within the last twelve months, been laid out in 
Norfolk, Va., in the erection of new buildings, most 
of them to rent for family residences. They are 
built out of the honest gains of business and labor, 
which, having no longer the more available (but 
less reliable) medium of bank stock for investment, 


seeks that of bricks and mortar, as more solid and 
durable. 


Tue Lost Recorps. The Staunton Spectator 
learns from an authentic source that the books and 
records of Greene county, Va., which were stolen 
from the clerk’s office of that county about twelve 
months ago, have been recently found by a fox-hunt- 
ing party, in a cave in the side of a mountain. 

ALABAMA. 

TABULAR STATEMENT. Showing the federal popula- 
tion in each county in this state, entitled to repre- 
sentation in the congress of the United States, ac- 
cording to the census of 1840. 

Free popula- Slaves. No. entitled 





Counties. tion, _to represen- 

tation. 
Autauga, 6,233 8,109 11,098 
Baldwin, 1,244 1,707 2,268 
Barbour, 6.476 5,548 9,805 
Benton, 11,366 2,894 13,102 
Bibb, 6,261 2,023 7,475 
Blount, 5,226 344 5,432 
Butler, 6,215 2,470 7,697 
Chambers, 10,192 7.141 14.477 
Cherokee, 7,661 1,112 8,328 
Clarke, 4,245 4,395 6,882 
Connecuh, 4,380 8.817 6,670 
Coosa, 4,870 2,125 6,145 
Covington, 2,664 371 2,287 
Dale and Coffee, 6,817 580 7,165 
Dallas, 7,991 17,208 18,316 
DeKalb, 5,688 340 5,793 
Fayette, 5,961 981 6,550 
Franklin, 8,365 6,005 11,868 
Greene, 7,593 16,431 17,452 
Henry, 4,703 1,084 5.353 
Jackson, 13,899 1,816 14,989 
Jefferson, 5,495 1,836 6,477 
Lauderdale, 9,516 4,969 12,497 
Lawrence, 7,168 6,145 10,855 
Limestone, 7,534 6,840 11,638 
Lowndes, 6,970 12,569 14,511 
Macon, 5,396 5,851 8,906 
Madison, 12,441 13,265 20,400 
Marengo, 5,362 11,902 12,503 
Marion, 5,094 753 5,546 
Marshall, 6,712 841 7.217 
Mobile, 12,550 6,191 16,265 
Monroe, 5,388 5,292 8,563 
Montgomery, 9,088 15,486 18,379 
Morgan, 9,625 3,216 8.555 
Perry, 8,743 10,343 14,949 
Pickens, 9354 7,764 14,012 
Pike, 7,997 2,t11 9,264 
Randolph, 4.447 526 4,763 
Russell, 6,247 7,266 10,606 
Shelby, 4,496 1,616 5,466 
St. Clair, 4,513 1,125 5,188 
Sumter, 14,017 15,920 23,569 
Talladega, 7,689 4,898 10,628 
Tallapoosa, 4,431 2,013 5,639 
Tuscaloosa, 10,029 6,554 13,961 
Walker, 3,821 211 3,948 
Washington, 2,866 2,434 4,326 
Wileox, 5,984 9,294 11,560 
337,224 253,532 489,343 

ARKANSAS. 

Minerars. Rich veins of lead have been found 


in Marion county, Arkansas, pronounced by the best 
judges of the ore to be capable of yielding ninety 
per cent. Copper ore 1s also found in the same re- 
gion. Jt also promises to yield a rich reward for 
labor. It .has been the opinion of the oldest settlers 
of the northera part of Arkansas that it abounds in 
mineral of almost eyery kind—iron, copper, lead, gold 
and silver, &e. 


NORTH CAROLINA, 

Strate Bank or Nortu Cargouina. On Monday 
last, the annual meeting of the stockholders of the 
Bank of the State of North Carolina unanimously 
adopted a resolution (submitted by Judge Cameron 
the president), declaring that if it be the pleasure of 
the general assembly to instruct the representatives 
of the state in the general meeting, to adopt ar- 
rangements for closing the business of the bank, and 
divide the capital stock among the proprietors, &c., 








they will concur therein, The governor was re- 





$< 
quested to lay a copy before the legislature. ‘Thi, 
movement seems to have been taken from some of. 
fence they had taken at some proceeding of the le- 
gislature to raise a joint select committee io invest, 
gate the conduct of the banks, &c., and an apprehen. 
sion that they might attempt a course of experiments 
with a view of regulating the currency. At present 
the directors appear confident of being able to pay 
every cent to creditors and stockholders, but how jt 
a be after such a process, they seem doubtfy]. 

e are decidedly of opinion that a bank js no 
longer a_ public benefit than it has the public cong. 
dence. It would be best at once to wind up so soon, 
as that is lost, or even officially questioned. 





OHIO. 

ELEcTION. OFFICIAL RETURNS. The official cap. 
vass of the votes for governor last October gives the 
following result: 

For Wilson Shannon, V. B. 
Thomas Corwin, whig, 117,91] 
Leicester King, abol., 5,172 
Scattering, 40 

But the votes of the counties of Montgomery, 
Butler, Highland and Paulding were not returned, 
Adding these, as ascertained by the county canvass. 


119,703 


es, and the true aggregates are— 
Shannon, 128,045 Corwin, 124,918 
Scattering, 40 King, 5 343 


4 
Shannon over Corwin, 3,127: less than half, 2.156, 


FRoM GOVERNOR SHANNON’S INAUGURAL ADDRESs, 
DELIVERED ON THE 14rH vit. I would respect. 
fully urge upon you, the policy, and even necessity, 
of avoiding any further increase of our state debt, 
except such as may be demanded in order to meet 
promptly and faithfully our present contracts. The 
credit of ourstate, and the public faith, should be held 
inviolate. Itis gratifying to know that, among our 
citizens, without regard to party names, there is but 
one opinion and one sentiment on thissubject. How- 
ever much we may be divided on the polical quer 
tions that agitate the country, all unite in maintain 
ing, with the most scrupulous exactness, the plighi- 
ed faith of the state. While we all regard our state 
credit as an object of the first importance, we can. 
not be too careful not to impair it by any policy or 
measure we may adopt. An increase of our state 
debt for new objects, would not only add to the pre- 
sent burdens of the people, but, at the same time, 
materially depress our state bonds. By avoiding all 
new sources of expenditure, and infusing the most 
rigid economy into every branch of the public ser- 
vice, ourcredit will be equal to that of any state in 
the union. At present our state bonds are selling at 
a price which cannot be accounted for without look- 
ing to extraneous causes. ‘They may be found in the 
failure of many of the states to pay the interest on 
their bonds, while a fear has been excited that some 
of the states may repuidate their debts. This has 
had a tendency to throw discredit on all state stocks, 
and the good and bad have been confounded together. 
But this cannot long bethe case. We have always 
promptly paid the interest on our debt, and no fears 
are entertained that we will not be able to dos0 
hereafter; and the doctrine of repudiation has found 
no advocate within the limits of our state, When 
we first commenced our system of internal improve 
ment, and it became necessary to borrow money !0 
carry it on, we, at the same time, adopted the policy 
of raising, annually, by taxation, sufficient to pay 
punctually the interest on our debt. This is the true 
and settled policy of the state, and it has been 0¥- 
ing to this that we have preserved our credit and 
met our engagements. It has been mainly owing ' 
the want of a similar policy, that the non-paying 
states have failed to pay their interest, which has 8? 
much impaired the public confidence indiscriminate 
ly in all state obligations. With our present and ra 
pidly increasing resources, and the known determl 
nation of the citizens of the state to apply them 
the faithful fulfilment of our public engagements, 
we have every reason to believe that the credit 01 
the state will soon recover from its present depre* 
sion, and be duly appreciated both at home and a 
broad. 


THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. Mr. BryincTon, one 
of the leading members of the Van Buren party” 
the legislature of Ohio, proposes to read 8 ot 
son to the U. States postmaster general, in whic 
he submits the following: . t 

Whereas, a construction has been put on the 4a 
office laws by the head of the post office departmen", 
in reference to the writing on a paper or pieenr 
sent through the mail with the name of the eo 
which is extremely puerile, imbecile and ridicuio”s 
and at variance with the spirit and letter of ai 
laws, and with the plainest dictates of eons 8 
sense; and whereas, a prosecution is now xe * 4 
against a member of this house, to recover of hi 
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ing put his name upon a legislative 
penalty for enh he sent to his constituents; and 
ease the establishment of such a principle 
bas be derogatory to the character of the govern- 
jah and only worthy of the inquisition in its palm- 
seat days} fore 
et a oy the general assembly of the state of Ohio, 
That the ‘president of the United States be and is 
by requested to dismiss from the public service 
MT officers at whose instance and by whose agency 
ch a ridiculous and pernicious construction has 
ra put upon the post office lav. s. , 
Resolved, That our senators in congress be in- 
tructed, and our representatives re uested, to exert 
themselves to procure such a modification of exist- 
ing laws, as shall extend to members of state legisla- 
tures the franking privilege during the period of ac- 
tual sessions of the legislatures of which they are 
a That the governor be requested to for- 
ward one copy of the foregoing preamble and reso- 
jutions to the president of the United States, to each 
of our senators and representatives in congress, and 
to the governor of each state except Rhode Island. | 


ILLINOIS. | 

RepupiaTion Repupiatep. The following resolu- 
{ions have been passed by both branches of the legis- 
Jature of, [}inois: - 

Resolved, By the house of representatives, the se- 
nate concurring therein, That we fully recognize the 
Jegal and moral obligation of discharging, with punc- 
tuality, every debt contracted by any authorised 
avent or agents of this state for a good and valuable 
consideration, and that the revenues and resources of 
the state shall be appropriated for that purpose as 
soon as they can be made valuable, without impover- 
ishing and oppressing the people. 

Resolved, That our failure hitherto to meet our 
obligations has not arisen from any intention on the 
partof the legislature, or any respectable portion 
of the people, to repudiate or evade these obliga- 
tions, and that we utterly detest and abhor the repu- 
diation of just debts, by states or individuals, as mis- 
erable, dishonorable, and destructive of public and 
private character. 





INDIANA. 
The senate of this state, by a vote of 23 to 25, 
have non-concurred with the resolution of the house 
asking for a repeal of the bankrupt law. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


STEAMBOATS SUNK IN THE WESTERN 
RIVERS. 
From July 1, 1841, to December 1, 1842. 

A correspondent of the Louisville Journal recent- 
ly furnished that paper with a list of the steamboats 
sunk in the western waters, by snags and other ob- 
structions for the last seventeen months. To this 
list we have thade some recent additions, and have 
also added the cost and the year, and place where 
each boat was built,as far as can be ascertained 
here. For these latter facts we are indebted to the 
hotesof S. W. Hartshorne, esq., surveyor for the 
board of underwriters in Cincinnati; who examines, 
surveys, and measures every boat that arrives at our 
landing. The greatest reliance can be placed upon 
the table, as the statements are the result of Mr. 
Hartshorne’s personal examination in every case, 
which we have politely been permitted to copy from 
the books of one of our insurance offices. 

It should be added that the tonnage given is in 
ship carpenters’ measurement, which is much less 
than the actual capacity of the boat, particularly 
When sailing down stream. For instance the Dia- 
mond, which left for New Orleans last week, mea- 
Yen 305 tons, though she will take down near- 
y 000. 

It will be seen that there are several blanks in the 
table which cannot be filled just now. ‘The cost of 
building boats of 100 tons and upwards, is now, we 

lieve about $70 per ton. For the last five years it 
has ranged as high as $100 and even $120. Adding 
Up the cost of those we are able to state with cer- 
tainty, as above, and estimating the others at about 

0 per ton, we have inround numbers the sum of 
$1,200,000, lost on the boats alone, by sinking, to 
Say nothing of the immense value of their cargoes, as 

Oats seldom run in ballast on the western rivers 
either up or down. If a good freight does not offer 
at once, nothing is more common than for the boat 
to purchase a cargo of sugar, flour, salt or other va- 
uable produce, and to sel! through agents, so as to 
het them a reasonable freight. 
tdoes not come into the plan of the above table, 
Pi course, to include boats burnt. Great losses 
have thus occurred, (though the snags in the river 











for instance which cost $55,000, was burnt at St. 
Louis, last year, after making three or four trips. 
To this list, however, should be added the im- 
mense losses that have occurred by boats having been 
snagged and materially damaged, but afterwards re- 
covered and repaired—not only the direct expense 
of repairing the boats, but the loss of goods damag- 
ed thereby, and the amounts which are. frequently 
thrown overboard to save the balance of the boat.— 
The Boston, for instance on her late final trip to St. 
Luuis, was snagged twice within 100 miles of Cairo; 
at the first time she threw overboard more than ten 
thousand dollars’ worth of merchandise—partially 
repaired, and proceeded on; a day or two after she 
again struck and sunk, a total loss of boat and cargo. 


Names, Tons. Wherebuilt. When. Cost. 
Artisan, 144 Wheeling, 1839¢14,000 
Amaranth, 220 Pittsburgh, 1841 20.000 
A. M. Phillips, 215 Wheeling, 1846 24,000 
Baltic, 206 Marietta, 1840 16,000 
Beaver, 51 Winsport, 1827 6,500 
Brian Boroihme, 200 

Brazil, 160 Cincinnati, 1841 16,000 
Boston, 148 Shousetown, 1839 20,000 
Caroline, 360 

Chief Magistrate, 149 Pomeroy, 1839 14,000 
Cherokee, 113 Cincinnati, 1839 15,000 
Caddo, 194 

Chester, 230 

Cinderella, 125 Cincinnati, 1837 16,000 
Corvette, 195 Cincinnati, 1838 22,000 


New Orleans, 


[ Cincinnati Gaz. 


Czar, 184 Pittsburgh, 1838 34,000 





publication. We, therefore, insert the following 
speech delivered by Mr. Cushing in the house of re- 
presentatives on Tuesday, December 27th, as report- 
ed in the National Intelligencer and which has elicit- 
ed many severe animadversions from all parties op- 
posed to the Tyler administration, both whig and 
anti-whig; and also Mr. Rayner’s on the 12th Jan. 
MR. CUSHING’S SPEECH, DECEMBER 27. 


“There was another consideration which ought to 

be looked at. It was now not two years since, by the 

result of the election of 1840,a party revolution was 

effected in the country; a new party was formed, and 

new men came into the government. Since then 

there had grown up an internecine war in the ranks 

of that party, which had been pursued for a year and 

a half past. In the mean time, there stood the fede- 

ral government, with its fixed constitution, and all its 

several functions as determined by that constitution, 

unchangeable by the behests of party—a sort of God 

Terminus, with all these political and party changes 

going on around it. Against this fixed, immovable 
government and constitution, they had seen one of 
these parties hurl itself in the madness of desperation. 
And what had been the consequence? The party 
thus holding the shifting relations to which he had 
alluded had been dashed to atoms atits feet. In the 
course of this operation they had heard in that house 
and throughout the country quite enough of mutual 
crimination and recrimination. God alone knew, 
indeed, how much it was enough to suffer; but, for 
one, he thought there had been enough, quite enough 
of it. Were any further and future objects still to 
be promoted by whig gentlemen indulging them- 
selves in these ferocious attacks upon the govern- 
ment? For Jet it be remembered that the question 
had two sides to it; and Mr. C. was disposed to look 
at both. One of the great parties of the country had 
broken itself to pieces against the general govern- 
ment. We had presented a most extraordinary spec- 
tacle to the world for the last two years. On what 
events did they now seem about toenter? There 
was a trite proverb which declared that ‘‘erperientia 
docet.”” He said it was not true. He said that eape- 
rientia non docet. For, while this most wonderful 
spectacle had been presented to all men in these 
United States, what did they see? There was ano- 
ther party whastood by in a most convenient attitude, 
with folded arms, looking on and laughing, while 





Clarksville, 235 Wheeling, 1839 28,000 
De Kalb, 125 Liverpool, 1836 12,700 
Eliza, 206 Pittsburgh, 1841 20,000 
Fort Pitt, 158 Pittsburgh, 1840 15,000 
Fort Gibson, 100 

Farmer, 175 

Glaucus, 191 Pittsburg, 1839 24,000 
George Collier, 450 

Grand Gulf, 80 

Hoosier, 78 Rising Sun,-1835 5,000 
Herschell, 84 Brownsville, 1841 8,000 
Holston, 100 Pittsburgh, 1838 

Iris, 96 Pittsburgh, 1839 15,000 
John Perry, 450 Louisville, 184] 
Kentucky, 90 Cookstown, 1836 11,000 
Keokuck, $0 Jacksonville, 1839 14000 
Keystone, 69 Western, 1839 9,000 
Louisa, 250 

Louisville, (hull,) 

Little Rock, 156 Cincinnati, 1837 20,000 
Little Red, 223 

Lady Morgan, 56 Pittsburgh, 1838 8,000 
Malta, 114 Pittsburgh, 1739 19,000 
Marmion, 204 Portsmouth, 1837 22,000 
Mentor, 270 Fittsburgh, 1841 24,000 
North Alabama, 370 

Nonpareil, 176 Louisville, 1839 20,000 
North Star, 157 Cincinnati, 1837 23,000 
New Castle, 41 Freedom, 1834 5,000 
New Argo, 133 Madison, 1839 13,000 


305 Cincinnati, 1840 30,000 
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are not justly chargeable with this.) ‘The Missouri, 


—— 


The question on the bill for the repeal of the bank- 
rupt law having been assumed by some of the princi- 
pal politicians in the house of representatives as a 
suitable occasion for occupying the public attention 
with their views on parties, politics, and political 
tactics, and their long addresses having received but 
slight notice in the Recister, those remarks, at least, 
that seem chiefly to have called them forth, demand 


their adversaries who had triumphed in 1840 were 
seen, like the Kilkenny cats, mutually devouring one 
another. [Alaugh.] And with this warning before 
their eyes, with a full knowledge of all these facts, 
the indications were—the imperfect givings out—the 
whispers were, that this other party had come to the 
conclusion, in the same madness of desperation, to 
hurl itself also against the rock of the general go- 
vernment. [Loud and long-continued laughter, and 
great sensation in al} quarters of the house. ] 

He heard a gentleman say that this was a great 
mistake; he trusted it was; for although there might 
be certain leaders of the party who would like such 
a course to be taken, it would not happen. [Renew- 
ed laughter.] He had said that the federal govern- 


O. K., 80 ment was a fixed constitutional fact—(here Mr. C. 
Osage Valley, 166 Cincinnati, 1841 13,000 | was interrupted fora short time by the confusion and 
Oregon, 282 Cincinnati, 1841 23,000} merriment in the house)—yes, it was a fixed con- 
Orleans, 80 Pittsburgh, 1838 12,000 | stitutional fact, and that was the basis of all his con- 
Preemption, 180 Cincinnati, 1841 18,000] clusions. Now suppose an individual placed as the 
Pocahontas, 155 Louisville, 1839 14,000 | president of the United States was placed—it matter- 
Pavillion, 83 ed not whether he held his place by a primary vote, 
Platte, 196 Pittsburgh, 1839 or whether by circumstances unforeseen it devolved 
Pensacola, 92 Wheeling, 1839 16,000 | upon him—in either case, there he stood, by the con- 
Rochester, 98 Pittsburgh, 1836 10,000 | stitution, president of the United States. What was 
Robert Emmett, 104 Wheeling, 1835 12,000 | his first duty? The honorable discharge of his of- 
Rio, 122 New Albany 1838 15,000 | ficial functions; the endeavor to do as much public 
Rubicon, 193 Maysville, 1838 18,000 | good as Providence would permit. In discharging 
Smithland, 204 Smithland, 1839 17,000 | this his duty, he was bound to look at facts around 
Saratoga, 130 Sharpsburg, 1840 11,000 | him; to see how far he could count on co-operation 
Troubadour, 113 Portsmouth, 1835 12,000 | by the people or their representatives. [Laughter.] 
Tuckehoe, 85 Manchester, 1835 11,000} When gentlemen talked about the treason of certain 
Tarquin, 225 Paducah, 1837 26,000 | of the president’s friends—the .géntleman from Vir- 
Tchula, 200 Cincinnati, 1840 20,000} ginia, (Mr. Wise), for example, or himself; (and he 
U. S. Mail, 126 Pittsburgh, 1839 16,000| really thought they had their full share of personal 
Virago, 50 Aberdeen, 1838 3000] abuse), the question was how the government was to 
Ww. Paris, 175 Louisville, 1839 15,000] be carried on, and by whose aid? Mr. C. would 
Warden Pope, 180 Louisville, 1838 12,000|say to gentlemen of all parties in that house, and 
Winchester, 183 Pittsburgh, 7,000 | more especially to gentlemen constituting the majo- 


city in congress, if you will not co-operate with the 
president in carrying on the government, which is your 
highest duty, he must seeK THE AID OF YOUR ADVER- 
sarnies. [Renewed sensation, laughter, and cries of 
‘that’s it!” “that’s it!” “good bye!”}] If you whigs, 
(said, Mr. C.) will lock the wheels of government, 
[ trust aid will be found in the democrats; and thus 
ind thus only I present the question to the house.— 
‘The house was fora time in no little confusion, 
chough apparently more in merriment than anger.] 

Thus, Mr. C. went on to observe, we had present- 
2d to us, in these United States, a great career of 
ambition; and its end was the culminating point of 
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human greatness, at Jeast in this country, if not the 
very highest ascent of human ambition in Christen- 
dom. Andif they looked round, he knew not how 
many competitors were striving for the prize; he 
doubted if he could count them on his fingers. [A 
voice, ‘‘five.”] Well, say five. [A voice, “name 
them; do name them!’’} It is not necessary that I 
should name them. [*‘Oh do!”] Their ‘name is 
Legion!” In this state of things, Mr. C. said he 
knew not how far parties might split, whether from 
differences in opinion or from personal relations. He 
could see in the race for the presidency no individual 
who, so far as he could judge, presented an over- 
whelming, irresistible power. Looking to overt 
acts as the criterion, he should say there was no such 
competitor. He understood there was to be a whig 
convention, and there was also to be a democratic 
convention; and he did not know that they might not 
agree. [A lau af! But there were certain bud- 
dings—some early blossoms of discord—which might 
Jead to a doubt what would be the precise course of 
these conventions. However this might be, this he 
did know, that during a year and a half to come 
there must be great popular commotions and discus- 
sions. Whether a candidate might be nominated by 
each convention or not,this he knew—and why 
should he not say it? he thought on the whole he had 


better say it? [several voices, *‘oh yes, do say it; do;””] | f 


—it would not be for the political interest of any one of 
the parties to carry onavery furious war against the ad- 
ministration and its friends. 

{Here Mr. C. was brought to a pause by peals of 
laughter, and cries of ‘Ah, that’s a tender point.’’] 

Mr. C. said he considered it as material that there 
should be a frank understanding on these matters.— 
There were men in the administration, or connected 
with the administration, who at a proper time, 
might have a word to say. He did not, to be sure, 
know whether their opinion would be potential; but 
this he knew, that of all the elements now in tumul- 
tuous and conflicting motion in the national caldron, 
in the grand political seething pot, the most potential 
of all was the federal government, [cries of ‘‘oh yes 
—it has the offices!”] No; not by the distribution of 
office, not by the power of patronage. No;he went 
deeper—it was by the constitutional power of the 
federal government. Let gentlemen go back to the 
extra session. An important measure had been pro- 
posed-by the administration; a committee had report- 
ted upon it; it was pushed along through the house, 
when lo, there camea veto! There were consequences; 
yes, and the relations held by administration mea- 
sures to the action of congress showed that there 
was a power, which the constitution gave to the fe- 
deral government to act upon events and affect re- 
sults, that was a hundred fold greater than all its 
power of mere patronage. The proof of this was 
found in the fact that while these very results were 
in progress, the patronage was in the hands of the 
Jate cabinet. He recurred then to the position that 
he had taken, that there was in the government itself 
a powerful element of control, soaring far above all 
influence of patronage or of individual men, and 
which acted in controlling the national policy. It 
was in the relation of the president to the legisla- 
tion of congress. All had seen how it had acted 
upon the present congress; he trusted in God it 
might never so operate on any other. He trusted 
the series of collisions which had happened between 
this congress and the executive department of the 
government might never occur again. But if, through 
the fatuity of parties, it ever should, it was easy to 
see that it might lead to the same operation over 
again, and that an equal amount of control, both 
over men and over events, might again be exercised.” 


EXTRACT FROM MR. RAYNER’ SSPEECH, 
In the house of representatives, January 12. 

It had been said, by way of taunt, during this de- 
bate, that this bankrupt law was the last of the whig 
soeasures of the extra session, and that its repeal 
would give the finishing stroke to all of our labors at 
that eventful session. It is true that little would be 
left on the statute book; but that was not the fault 
of the whigs, and history must say so. They could 
not prevent the treachery of John Tyler, and the se- 
cret of their disasters was, that the people of the 
country—the whig majority—blamed them for hav- 
ing palmed such a man as John Tyler upon them. 
The whigs did commit a most grievous fault, and 
most grievously had they suffered for it. 

The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Marshall,) 
had spoken of the history of this administration be- 
ing written in a parenthesis. Notso. If there was 
any truth in the maxim of Shakspeare, that it is 
“the evil that men do that lives after them,” then it 
would require massy volumes to poriray the profliga- 
cy and corruption of this administration. And if the 
concluding part of the sentence was also true, that 
the “good is interred with their bones,” then John 


Tyler’s grave-stone should bear this single inserip- 
tion: “Here lies John Tyler.” 

Mr. R. went on to say that till lately he had in- 
dulged in the full faith that the whig party was only 
undergoing purification, that they were passing 
through an ordeal of trial, from which they would 
emerge “redeemed, regenerated and disenthralled,” 
ready as everto do battle in the cause of constitu- 
tional liberty, whether fortune frowned or fortune 
smiled. And although he would yet have hope, yet 
he confessed he was not free from feelings of des- 
pondency. He witnessed a scene there but two days 
since which he should have been glad to avoid see- 
ing. A representative (Mr. Botts) rose in his place, 
and appealing to heaven for the rectitude of his in- 
tentions, avowed his determination to discharge his 
duty to a violated constitution, regardless of all per- 
sonal consequences. He preferred charges against 
the acting president of the United States, involving 
the highest crimes and misdemeanors; staked his re- 
putation upon their truth, and his ability to prove 
them; asked this house for the appointment of a 
committee, merely that he might have an opportu- 
nity of establishing his charges, and submit the re- 
sult to the house. And what did they see? Ina 
house containing a nominal whig majority of at least 
thirty, the proposition failed by a majority of forty- 
our. 

If he ever saw (said Mr. R.) an instance of moral 
sublimity, it was when his friend (Mr. Botts) held 
aloft his articles of impeachment, and in streams of 
fervid eloquence called upon the assembled repre- 
sentatives of the nation to come to the rescue. He 
could assure his friend that he needed no prouder 
monument to his fame—no richer legacy for his chil- 
dren. He was aware that many had voted against 
the proposition because, as they avowed, they would 
not a on John Tyler so much consideration and 
importance. This reminded him of the reply of 
Barrere in the national convention of France, to the 
accusation proposed by the virtuous Louvet against 
the bloody Robespierre. ‘‘Let us,” said Barrere, 
“cease to waste our time on men who will fill no 
place in history, let us not put pigmies on pedestals; 
the civic crowns of Robespierre are mingled with 
cypress.”” The convention passed quietly on to “‘the 
orders of the day,” just as this house did on Tues- 
day—‘‘a fatal error,” says the historian, ‘‘which 
France had cause to lament in tears of blood.” The 
earnest and eloquent appeals of Louvet, Barbaroux, 
and Lanjuinais were unheeded; and the Girondists 
of that day, like the whigs of this, reposed in list- 
less security, whilst the Jacobins, to use the language 
of the historian, ‘‘were daily sharpening their po- 
niards.” 

Much (said Mr. R.) as the character of this de- 
bate ought to be regretted, for the credit of the house 
and the country, yet it had produced one result at 
which he felt pleased. It had clearly traced the 
lines of party demarcation in that hall. It had pro- 
ved, what he had long known, that there were but 
two parties in that house, and that the Tyler faction, 
for it never deserved the name of a party—had be- 
come merged in, and thoroughly identified with the 
loco fcco party; and he did hope that, amid the 
seething and boiling of the political caldron of which 
the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Cushing) 
spoke, the whig party would at least be thoroughly 
purified, and all the froth and scum would not only 
be thrown upward, but tossed over the brim. He 
had long felt sure that the bargain had been consum- 
mated in secret; at last it had been publicly ratified 
on thatfloor. To be sure, there had been some lit- 
tle coyness manifested in the interchanges of affec- 
tion that had been passing across the hall; but not 
more, he supposed, than was usual on such occasions 
of endearment, and far less than he thought decen- 
ey required. ‘The gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Cushing) threatened the already-forged thun- 
derbolts of the veto power, unless his new democra- 
tic allies would rally under the Tyler standard. The 
member from Jndiana (Mr. Kennedy) said, in re- 
sponse, he was opposed to the democratic mg, 
in the next congress forcing any thing on Mr. Tyler 
that was likely to meet with the veto. The gentle- 
man from Ohio (Mr. Weller,) pronounced a labored 
eulogy on Mr. Tyler, and, it seems, felt authorized 
to act the part of counsellor to him, and advised him 
to rid himself of Messrs. Webster and Spencer as 
soon as possible. The gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Bowne,) who seems to be more catholic in his 
political feelings, declared his readiness to receive 
these two last, as repentant sinners, with open arms. 
The gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Pickens) 
welcomed the gentleman from Massachusetts into 
the democratic ranks; said he had !ong seen that he 
(Mr. C.) had a leaning to his (Mr. P.’s) side, but 
that he was afraid of his colleague on the right (Mr. 
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order to prove his approbation of this offensive me 
defensive alliance, poured out a torrent of abys 
against that man whom he once said on this floor 
that he “‘wished he could make president of the 
world.” What a humiliating spectacle was Here 
exhibited! A party elevated to power by the over. 
whelming voice of a long-outraged people, with Such 
sacrifices, such patriotic devotion, such honest en 
thusiasm as never marked the progress of ciyj] 6. 
volution before, and that, too, with the shouts the 
prayers, and the blessings of thousands who say ; 
it the harbinger of hope and the prospect of a bright. 
er day; and scarcely had they commenced the gre, 
work of reform entrusted to their hands, whey he 
whom they had imprudently placed in the line of 
promotion by which he became their chief, openeg 
negotiations with their enemies; ungratefully ang 
cruelly made war upon them; taunted them for thejp 
unfortunate condition, and, as though they were 
slaves with manacles on their hands, declared ¢ 
them, through his confidential organs, that the great 
constitutional functions which they had entrusted to 
him would be exercised for the benefit of those who 
only would worship at the shrine of his power, 
Never since the days of Judas Iscariot had there 


been an instance of such shameless and unblushing 
treason. 


Mr. R. said, although he had been amused, as ever 
one here must have been, at the developments that 
had taken place during this debate, yet he could not 
reflect on it seriously without feeling the most intense 
pain and humiliation. The sentiments which were 
uttered by the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr, 
Cushing) fell on his ear as the foreboding of the eyils 
that were fast clustering around the destinies of his 


country. When he had reflected on the probable fate j 


which ultimately awaited our nation, he had suppos- 
ed that our government, like all those that had pre. 
ceded it, would, in obedience to that principle oj 
change and revolution with which the decree of fate 
seemed to have stamped all human institutions, have 
its day of degeneracy, decline, and ruin. But he had 
consoled himself with the hope that this period was 
in the far, far distant future, and that it would not 
come till they and their children and their children’s 
children had passed away and been forgotten. But 
the declarations of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts had aroused him to the conviction of the cor- 
rupted and vitiated state of the public mind. And 
could it be—must history record it—that in the very 
infancy of our republic, in the fifty fourth year of 
our existence, one who was recognised as possessing 
the especial confidence of the executive, boldly and 
recklessly had come into this hall, and here in the 
face of the assembled repesentatives of the nation, 
declared that the power and patronage of this govern- 
ment would be wielded for the benefit of them who 
would sustain those in power? The open avowal of 
such sentiments afforded alarming proof of the corrup- 
tion of the times—of the degeneracy, of this age.— 
The distinguished gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
Adams) had compared it to the sale of the empire 
by the Praetorian bands of Rome. It was worse than 
that. It was in the streets of Rome, and not in the 
senate-house, that the Praetorian cohorts sold the i- 
rial purple to him who would bid highest for Its 
alae, "And whilst mercenary swords were clothing 
with power the leaders of faction in the field of Mars 
the flame of liberty still continued to burn in the 
councils of the senate. It was there that the prin- 
ciples of freedom had been most devoutly cherished. 
It was there that they Jast expired. It was there that 
the precepts of Fabius and Cincinnatus, and Cato and 
the Scipios were last quoted with reverence. It was 
there that the virtuous and heroic actions were last 
forgotton. But here in our government—and i0 . 
infancy too—it was in the representative hall of te 
nation that executive power and patronage, and na 
ecutive influence in the appointment of a success, 
were offered as the reward of party allegiance. Ap 
that to come from Massachusetts too! From the land 
of the pilgrim fathers—from the classic soil o! “i 
ington and Bunker Hill!—the first to resist 2 are 
And must she bear the reproach of being the firs . 
offer to barter away the rights for which she s0 8 
riously suffered and bled? i, 
These sentiments of the gentleman’from ogg 
setts are only the echo of what was heard 4 ‘a 
months since in Faneuil hall fromone whom that pal’ é 
tic state so long looked on and cherished with pt! 


; the 
and glory. How times must have changed—how 0" @ 


public mind must have degenerated! That i 
whose fame and character belonged to the vf + 
should have uttered the [detestable doctrine ra ice 
fact of there being many whigs yet retained In unce 
should be a reason why that party should not ee 
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what they in their hearts believe to be ie 
tions of this administration! That the conside 


sec 
Adams)—no very great compliment, by the way. | of place should hush them into silence sega he 
And the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Proffit,) ini public virtue scouted and popular rg : 
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into dust! And that, too, in walls consecrated 
to freedom—where the spirit-stirring tones of re- 
sistance to tyranny have so often aroused the free 
andthe brave? Would to God these sentiments could 
‘pave originated with some one else than Daniel 
Webster. 

Time once was when every patriotic American 
felt proud that Daniel Webster was his countryman. 
His gigatitic and commanding talents had endeared 
him to every lover of his country’s glory, his noble 
efforts in many a trying contest had equally endear- 
ed him to every lover of constitutional freedom.— 
What must have been the feelings of his friends— 
those friends who had cherished, sustained, and 
cheered him on in so many conflicts—when on an 
oceasion they sought to do him honor, instead of re- 
yiving their droopimg spirits, and advising and en- 
couraging them in their approaching struggle, he 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT, 
IN SENATE, JANUARY lI. 
Washington, January 9, 1843. 

To the senate of the United States: 

I have received a resolution of the senate of the 
27th of December, in the following terms: 

‘Resolved, That the president be requested to in- 
form the senate, if compatible with the public inter- 
est, whether the quintuple treaty for the suppression 
of the slave trade has been communicated tothe gov- 
ernment of the United States in any form whatever? 
And, if so, by whom? far what purpose? and what an- 
swer may have been returned to such communica- 
tion? Also, to communicate to the senate all the in- 
formation which may have been received by the 





met them with reproaches, revilings, and bitter 
taunts. Sir, (said Mr. R.) he is gone—and let him 
ot He not only abandoned us in the hour of our tri- 
umph, but he was doing service in the ranks of those 
who had so often felt the force of his mighty arm.— 
He might now, perhaps, console himself with the 
jdea, that although he cannot save himself, yet, like 
Samson, he can bury beneath the ruins of our politi- 
cal edifice thé object of hishatred. Still, if he posses- 
ses the common sympathies and feelings of our na- 
ture, the day of remorse must come. Like Themis- 
tocles, who tarnished the escutcheon of his fame by 
negotiating with his former enemies, he might per- 
haps receive his reward in some paltry office under 
his new allies; yet his declining years must be embit- 
tered with his recollection of the bright hopes he has 
withered, the afilicting evils he has brought upon his 
country. , 
What must be his reflections on contemplating the 
character and progress of this debate? His name, 
which was once so mighty, now become a byword 
and an object of jest and ridicule in that hall, which 
formerly echoed and re-echoed the sound or his voice! 


His name tossed about here with jeers and re-. 


proaches! One party mourning over his fall and his 
desertion, and the other rejecting his proffered alli- 
ance with scorn! Would to God, for the honor of 
their country, this cup could have passed them by. 
“The gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Marshall) 
spoke of the ‘scorn and contempt” with which Mr. 
Webster must have treated the denunciations which 
have been uttered against him. So far as the whig 


party in this house was concerned the gentleman had | 


begged the question. He denied that he had been 


denounced and anathematized here. He called upon | 


every one within the sound of his voice to say if Mr. 


Webster had not been treated with the greatest for-| 


bearance and moderation. It was with pain and re- 
gret that his present position was alluded to here by 
the whigs. It had until lately been the ere: 
of apology for his course, and of hope that nae we 
yet restore himself to the confidence of long phe 
and faithful friends, that his conduct bas been spo- 
ken of by the whigs in this house. It WS from the 
other party—from those whose cause he Was aiding, 
that he had received denunciation most heavy. But 
if he had been denounced by the whigs, would not 
his denunciation be prima facie evidence that he de- 
served it? What interest could the whig patty have in 
denouncing such a man? Would it not rather be 
their interest to preserve so strong an ally—to pos 
sess the aid and influence of his mighty mind? And 
after adhering to him so long, through so many event- 
ful struggles, was it fair, was it reasonable to SUP- 
pose that his former whig friends there should de- 
nounce him without sufficient cause? ‘To suppose SO 
was to reason against ull the natural springs and im- 
pulses of human action. 

As to the “scorn and contempt,” of which the 
gentleman from Kentucky spoke, that was too easy 
a way of answering a proposition, for one of his lo- 
gical mind. Suppose they had indulged in com- 
plaints—or censures, if you please—still, could 
“scorn and contempt” answer the charge? Did they 
prove that our censures were not well founded?— 
Could they make atonement for the wrongs we have 
endured? ‘Scorn and contempt” were the cheapest 
of all mental impulses; they afforded evidence nei- 
ther of intellect of the head nor feeling of the heart. 
They were the impulses with which selfishness re- 
garded honest and unfortunate suffering; with which 
heartless tyranny always looked on the complaints 
of the oppressed. ‘The unfeeling miser felt ‘‘scorn 
and contempt” for the cries of suffering poverty; the 
cruel despot felt “scorn and coniempt” for the com- 
plaints of injured innocence. Domitian no doubt 
felt the same for the cries of the agonized Christians 
when totn to pieces by ravenous beasts; he felt 
“scorn and contempt” for the very prayers which, in 
the struggles of death, they offered to heaven for his 
conversion (Here Mr. Rayner’s hour expired, 





‘government of the United States going to show that 
| ‘the course which this government might tale in relation 
| to said treaty has excited no small degree of attention and 
| discussion in Europe.’ Also, to inform the senate how 
\far the ‘warm animadversions’ and the great political 
excitement’ which this treaty has caused in Europe 
have any application or reference to the U. States. — 
Also, to inform the senate what danger there was 
that ‘the laws and the obligations’ of the United States 
in relation to the suppression ot the slave trade would 
be ‘executed by others’ if we did not ‘remove the pretext 
| and motive for violating our flag and executing our laws,’ 
/by entering into the stipulations for the African 
squadron and the remonstrating embassies which are 
contained in the 8th and 9th articles of the late Bri- 
|tish treaty. Also, that the president be requested to 
communicate to the senate all the correspondence 
| with our ministers abroad relating to the foregoing 
| points of inquiry. Also, that the president be re- 
| quested to communicate to the senate all such infor- 
/mation upon the negotiation of the African squadron 
articles as will show the origin of such articles and 
| the history and progress of their formation.” 
I informed the senate, in the message transmitting 
| the treaty with England of the 9th of August last, 
that no application or request had been made to this 
government to become a party to the quintuple trea- 
ty. Agents of the government abroad, regarding the 
Signature of that treaty as a political occurrence of 
Some importance, obtained, unofficially, copies of it, 
and transmitted those copies to the department of 
state, as other intelligence is communicated, for the 
information of the government. The treaty has not 
been communicated to the government of the United 
States from any other quarter, in any other manner, 
or for any other purpose. 

‘The next request expressed in the resolution is in 
these words: 
|. “Also, to communicate to the senate all the infor- 
/mation which may have been received by the gov- 
ernment of the United States going to show that the 
‘course which this government might take in relation 
| to said treaty has excited no small degree of atten- 
| tion and discussion in Europe.’ Also, to inform the 
|senate how far the ‘warm animadversions’ and the 
\‘great political excitement’ which this treaty has 
| caused in Kurope have any application or reference 
|to the United States.” 
| ‘These words quoted in this part of the resolution 
| appear to be taken from my message above men- 
tioned. In that communicéation I said: 
‘*‘No application or request has been made to this 
| government to become a party to this,treaty; but the 
course it might take in regard to it has excited no 
small degree of attention and discussion in Europe, 
as the principle upon which it is founded, and the 
stipulations which it contains, have caused warm ani- 
madversions and great political excitement. 

‘In my message at the commencement of the pre- 
sent session of congress, | endeavored to state the 


ing the immunities of the Amertcan flag upon the 
seas as they exist and are defined by the law of na- 
tions, to enter into the articles now submitted to the 
senate. 

“The treaty which I now submit to you proposes no 
alteration, mitigation, or modification of the rules of 
the law of nations. It provides simply thateach of 
the two governments shall maintain on the coast of 
Africa a sufficient squadron to enforce, separately 
and respectively, the laws, rights, and obligations of 
the two countries for the suppression of the slave 
trade.” 

These opinions were expressed by me officially 
upon the occasion of making to the senate a commu- 
nication of very great importance. It is not perceiv- 
ed how the accuracy of this general statement can 
be doubted by those who are acquainted with the 
debates of public bodies in Europe, the productions 
of the press, and the other modes by which public 
opinion is manifested in an enlightened age. It is not 
to be supposed that excited attention to public and na- 
tional transactions or general political discussions in 
Europe on subjects open to all the world, are known 
only in consequence of private information commu- 
nicated to the government, and feeling a strong per- 
suasion that it would be improper in the executive to 
go into any discussion or argument upon such a sub- 
ject with the senate, I have no further remarks to 
make upon this part of the inquiry. 

The third inquiry is: 

‘“‘What danger there was that ‘the laws and obliga- 
tions’ of the United States in relation to the suppres- 
sion of the slave trade would be ‘executed by others,’ 
if we did not ‘remove the pretext and motive for vio- 
lating our flag and executing our laws,’ ” 

I have already quoted from the message the entire 
paragraph, to a part of which this portion of the in- 
quiry is supposed to refer. 

As to the danger there was that the laws and the 
obligations of the United States in relation to the 
suppression of the slave trade would be executed by 
others, if we did not remove the pretext and motive 
for violating our flag, and provide for executing our 
laws, I might say that this depends upon notorious oy 
facts and occurrences, of which the evidence has $f. 
been in various forms before the country, and all the 
branches of the government. 


When I came to occupy the executive chair, I 
could not be ignorant of the numerous complaints 
which had been made on account of alleged inter- 
ruptions of American vessels, engaged in lawful eg 
commerce on the coast of Africa, by British cruisers, iH 
on the ground of their being engaged in the slave 
trade. I could not be ignorant, at the same time, of 
the well-grounded suspicions which pervaded the 
country, that some American vessels were engaged 
in that odious and unlawful traffic. There were two { 
dangers, then, to be guarded agaist; the one, 
that this traffic Would continue to be carried on in 
American ships, and perhaps much increased, unless 
some new and vigorous effort should be made for its 
suppression; the other, that acquiescence in the cap- 
ture of American vessels, notorious slave dealers, by 
British cruisers, might give countenance to seizures 
and ,detention of vessels lawfully employed, on light 
or groundless suspicions.» And cases had arisen, un- 
der the administration of those who preceded me, 
‘well calculated to show the extent and magnitude of 
this latter danger: and, believing that very serious oe 
consequences might in time grow out of the obvious ea 
tendency and progress of things, I felt it to be my 
duty to arrest that progress, to rescue the immunity 
of the American flag from the danger which hung over 
it; and todo this by recommending such a provision 
for the execution of our own laws as should remove ae: 
all pretence for the interference of others. cers 

Among the occurrences to which U have alluded, oa 
it may be useful to particularize one case. 7a 

The schooner Catharine, an American vessel, 
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principles which this government supports respecting 
the rightof search and the immunity of flags. De- 
sirous of maintaining those principles fully, at the 
same time that existing obligations should be fulfilled, 
{ have thought it most consistent with the honor and 
dignity of the country that it should execute its own 
laws, and perform its own obligations, by its own 
means and its own power. The examination or 
visitation of the merchant vessels of one nation by 


owned by citizens of the United States, was seized 
on the coast of Africa by the British cruiser called 
the Dolphin, and brought intothe port of New York 
in the summer of 1839. Upon being brought into 
port, Benjamin F. Butler, esq. district attorney of 
the United States for the southern district of New 
' York, appeared in the district court of the United 
States for that district, and in the name and behalf 











the cruisers of another for any purposes except those 
known and acknowledged by the law of nations, un- 
der whatever restraints or regulations it may take 
| place, may lead to dangerous results. It is far better 
by other means to sepercede any supposed necessity. or 
any motive for such examination or visit. 
ence with a merchant vessel by an armed cruiser is 
always a delicate proceeding, apt to touch the point 


of individuals. 


dient, not only in accordance with the stipulations 
of the treaty of Ghent, but at the same time as re- 





and he took his seat. 


moving all pretext on the part of others for violat- 


Interfer- | 


of national honor as well as to affect the interests | 
It has been thought therefore expe- | 


of the United States, libelled the schooner, her ap- 
| pare], and furniture, fora violation of the several acts 
‘of congress passed for the suppression of the slave 
‘trade. The schooner being arrested by the usual 
process in such cases, and possession taken of her 
from the hands of the British captors by officers of 
the U. States, the cause proceeded, and by a decree of 
the circuit court in December, 1840, a forfeiture was 
pronounced. From this decree an appeal was taken, 
which is now pending in the supreme court of the 
United States. 

It is true that in another case, that of the Tigris, 
of like general character, soon after arising, the 
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then secretary of state, on the Ist of March, 1841, 
informed Mr. Fox, the British minister, that, “chow- 
ever strong and unchangeable may be the determina- 
tion of this government to punish any citizens of the 
United States who violate the laws against the Afri- 
can slave trade, it will not permit the exercise of any 
authority by foreign armed vessels in the execution 
of those laws.” 

But it is evident that this general declaration did 
not relieve the subject from its difficulties. Vessels 
of the United States found engaged in the African 
slave trade are guilty of conscy | under the acts of 
congress. It is difficult to say that such vessels can 
claim any interference of the government in their be- 
half, into whosesoever hands they may happen to 
fall, any more than vessels which should turn gene- 
ral pirates. Notorious African slave traders cannot 
claim the protection of the American character, in- 
asmuch as they are acting in direct violation of the 
laws of their country, and stand denounced by those 
Jaws as pirates. In case of the seizure of such a 
vessel by a foreign cruiser, and of her being brought 
into a port of the United States, what is to be done 
with her? Shall she be libelled, prosecuted, and con- 
demned, as if arrested by a cruiser of the United 
States? If this is to be done it is clear that the agen- 
cy of a foreign power has been instrumental in exe- 
cuting the laws of the United States. Or, on the 
other hand, is the vessel, with all her offences fla- 
grant upon her, to be released, on account of the 
agency by which she was seized, discharged of all 
penalties, and left at liberty to renew her illegal and 
nefarious traffic. 

It appeared to me that the best if not the only 
mode of avoiding these and other difficulties, was by 
adopting such a provision as is contained in the late 
treaty with England. 

The senate asks me for the reasons for entering 
into the stipulations for the ‘“tremonstrating embas- 
sies” contained in the late treaty. Surely there is 
no stipulation in the treaty for any “remonstrating 
embassies,’ or any other embassies, nor any refer- 
ence or allusion to any such thing. In this respect, 
all that the treaty provides is in the ninth article, and 
is in these words: ‘‘The parties to this treaty agree 
that they will unite in all becoming representations 
and remonstrances, with any and all powers within 
whose dominions such markets [for African slaves] 
are allowed to exist; and that they will urge upon 
all such powers the propriety and duty of closing such 
markets effectually, at once and forever.” 


It always gives me sincere pleasure to communi- 
cate to both houses of congress any thing in my 
wer which may aid them in the discharge of their 
igh duties, and which the public interest does not 
require to be withheld. In transmitting the late 
treaty to the senate, every thing was caused to ac- 
company it which it was supposed could enlighten 
the judgment of the senate upon its various provi- 
sions. The views of the executive, in agrecing to 
the eighth and ninth articles, were fully expressed; 
and, pending the discussion in the senate, every call 
for further information was promptly complied with, 
and nothing kept back which the senate desired. 
Upon this information, and upon its own knowledge 
of the subject, the senate made up and pronounced 
its a upon its own high responsibility; and, 
as the result of that judgment, the treaty was ratifi- 
ed, az the journal shows, by a vote of thirty-nine to 
nine. The' treaty has thus become the law of the 
land, by the express advice of the senate, given in 
the most solemn manner known to its proceedings. 

The fourth request is, ‘‘That the president be re- 
quested te communicate to the senate all the corres- 

ndence with our ministers abroad relating to the 

oregoing points of inquiry.” 

If this branch of the resolution were more defi- 
nite, some parts of it might perhaps be met, without 
prejudice to the public interest, by extracts from 
the correspondence referred to. Ata future day, a 
communication may be expected to be made as broad 
and general as a proper regard to these interests will 
admit; but at present I deem any such communica- 
tion not to be consistent with the public interest. 

The fifth and last is, ‘‘That the president be re- 
quested to communicate to the senate all such infor- 
mation upon the negotiation of the African squadron 
articles, as will show the origin of such articles, 
and the history and progress of their formation.” 

These articles were proposed to the British minis- 
ter by the secretary of state, under my express sanc- 
tion, and were acceded to by him, and have since 
been ratified by both governments. I might, without 
disrespect, speak of the novelty of mquiring by the 
senate into the history and progress of articles of a 
treaty, through a negotiation which has terminaied, 
and as the result of which, these articles have be- 
come the law of the land by the constitutiona! ad- 
vice of the senate itself. But I repeat that those ar- 
ticles had their origin in a desire on the part of the 





government of the United States to fulfil its obliga- 
tions, entered into by the treaty of Ghent, to do its 
utmost for the suppression of the African slave 
trade, and to accomplish this object by such means as 
should not lead to the interruption of the lawful com- 
merce of the United States, or any derogation from 
the dignity and immunity of their flag. And 1 have 
the satisfaction to believe that both the executive, in 
negotiating the treaty of which these articles form 
aba and the senate, in advising to its ratification, 
ave effected an object important to the government 
and satisfactory to the people. 
In conclusion, 1 hope I may be permitted to ob- 
serve that I have, out of a profound respect for the 
senate, been induced to make this communication in 
answer to inquiries, some of which at least are be- 
lieved to be without precedent in the history of the 
relations between that body and the executive de- 
partment. These inquiries were particularly unex- 
poses to me, at the present moment. As J have 
een so fortunate as to find my own views of the ex- 
pediency of ratifying the late treaty with England 
confirmed by a vote of somewhat more than four- 
fifths of the senators present, I have hitherto flatter- 
ed myself that the motives which influenced my con- 
duct had been fully appreciated by those who advis- 
ed and approved it; and that if a necessity should 
ever arise for any special explanation or defence in 
regard to those motives, it could scarcely be in that 
assembly itself. JOHN TYLER. 


_——— 
THE U. STATES AND THE HAWAITIANS. 


DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE MESSAGE OF THE PRE- 


SIDENT TO CONGRESS, DECEMBER 30, 1842, 
Messrs. Richards and Haalilio to the secretary of state. 
Washington, December 14, 1842. 

Sir: The undersigned having been duly commis- 
sioned by his majesty Kamehameha III. king of all 
the Hawaiian islands, to represent his government, 
and promote its interests in the United States, wish 
to call the attention of your government to the ex- 
isting relations between the two countries. 

In the year 1826, articles of agreement, in the 
form of a treaty, were entered into between his ma- 
jesty’s government and Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, 
commanding the United States sloop of war Pea- 
cock. His majesty has never received any notice of 
that treaty’s being ratified, nor intimation that it was 
approved by the government of the United States. 
His majesty has nevertheless, during the last sixteen 
years, governed himself by the regulations of that 
treaty, in all his intercourse with citizens of the U. 
States. 

Subsequently to the above, similar forms of agree- 
ment have been entered into between his majesty 
and officers commanding vessels of war of different 
nations of Europe; but so far as is known to the un- 
dersigned, those agreements have never received the 
sanction of their several governments. 

These facts, viewed in connexion with their at- 
tendant circumstances, have led his majesty to feel 
considerable embarrassment in managing his foreign 
relations, and has awakened the very strong desire 
that his kingdom should be formally acknowledged by 
the civilized nations of the world as a sovereign and 
independent state. 

His majesty considers that this acknowledgment 
has already been tacitly but virtually made, both in 
the United States and Europe, by the appointment 
of consuls and commercial agents to reside in his do- 
minions, and by the formal manner in which the com- 
manders of national vessels have transacted business 
with him, many of whom have professedly acted un- 
der the express instructions of their several govern- 
ments. But he is nevertheless of opinion that the 
time has now arrived when both the interests and 
the honor of his kingdom demand a more formal ac- 
knowledgment than has hitherto been made by any 
foreign government, It is his mayjesty’s request that 
the government of the United States will take into 
consideration the nature, the extent, and the rapidity 
of those changes which have taken place in his do- 
minions during the last few years; changes which he 
has the happiness to believe are honorable, both to 
his government and to the people over whom it 
rules. 

Twenty-three years ago the nation had no written 
language, and no character in which to write it.— 
The language had never been systematized nor re- 
duced to any kind of form. The people had no ac- 
quaintance with Christianity, nor with the valuable 
institutions or usages of civilized life. The nation 
had no fixed form or regulations of government, ex- 
cept as they were dictated by those who were in 
authority, or might by any means acquire power.— 
The right of property was not acknowledged, and 
was therefore but partially enjoyed; there were no 
courts of justice, and the will of the chieftains was 





-dersigned are authorized by his majesty 





ten 


tection, except in the kind disposition of indivi 

But, under the fostering telhaiberins sae 
care of his majesty, and that of his predecessors, the 
language has been reduced -to visible and systema. 
tized form, and is now written by a large and re. 
spectable proportion of the people. Schools haye 
been established throughout his dominions, and are 
supported, principally, by the government; and there 
are but few, among the younger people, who are un. 
able to read. They have now, in their own language 

a library, embracing a considerable variety of books. 
on a variety of subjects, including the holy scriptures, 
works on natural history, civil history, church history. 
geography, political economy, mathematics; and sta. 
tute law; besides a number of elementary books. A 
regular monarchical government has been organized 

of a limited and representative character, a transla. 
tion of the constitution of which we herewith trans. 
mit. A code of laws, both civil and criminal, has 
been enacted and published. 

The legislature holds an annual meeting, for the 
purpose of adding to and amending this code.— 
Courts of justice have been established, and regular 
trials by jury required in all important cases. Fo. 
reigners of different nations have testified their cop- 
fidence in these courts, by bringing suits in cases 
where many thousands of dollars worth of propert 
was involved, and that too in cases when, with but 
very short delay, they could have been carried be- 
fore the courts of other countries. 

It has, moreover, been the uniform practice of 
consuls and commercial agents resident in his ma- 
jesty’s dominions, and also of all commanders of na- 
tional vessels visiting these dominions, to demand all 
that protection, both of person and property, which 
is demanded of sovereign and independent states; 
and this his majesty believes has been duly and ef- 
ficiently extended. While, therefore, all is demand- 
ed of his government, and all is rendered by it, 
which is demanded of or rendered by the govern- 
ments of sovereign and independent states, he feels 
that he has a right to expect his state to be acknow- 
ledged as such, and thus be formerly received into 
the general compact of sovereign nations. In the 
request which his majesty makes to the government 
of the United States, he has of course for his direct 
object the promotion of the interest of his own king- 
dom; but he is also very fully convinced that the in- 
portant interests of all the great commercial nations 
will also be materially subserved by his dominions 
remaining, as they have hitherto been, independent. 

Their position is such that they constitute the 
great centre of the whale fishery for most of the 
world. They are on the principal line of communi- 
cation between the western continent of America 
and the eastern continent of Asia; and such are the 
prevailing winds on that ocean, that all vessels re- 
quiring repairs or supplies, either of provisions or 
water, naturally touch at those islands, whether tle 
vessels sail from Columbia river on the north, or from 
the far distant ports of Mexico, Central America, or 
Peru, upon the south; and it should be further added 
that there is no other place in all that part of the 
Pacific ocean where repairs of vessels can be made 
to so good an advantage, or supplies be obtained in 
such abundance and on so favorable terms. 


His majesty wishes also to remind the government 
of the United States that the amount of property be- 
longing to their citizens, which is either landed at 
or enters the various harbors and roadsteads, of his 
dominions, and is consequently more or less depen- 
dent on the protection of his government, cannot be 
less than from five to seven millions of dollars an- 
nually. This property lies in some ninety or a hun- 
dred whaling ships and their cargoes, and in some 
twelve or fifteen merchant vessels, besides also a 
considerable amount of other property belonging to 
American citizens on shore. At some seasons there 
have been not less than three or four millions of 
dollars worth of American property, and some four- 
teen hundred American citizens at the same time, at 
the various ports of the island, requiring consequent- 
ly, in some degree, the protection of his majesty; and 
he has the happiness of believing that efficient and 
satisfactory aid has always been extended to those 
who have required it. In evidence corroborative 0 
many of the facts herein stated, the undersigned do 
not hesitate to referto documentary evidence, which 
they believe must be among the papers in your de- 
partment of state, recently furnished by masters - 
national vessels, but more especially to the Unite 
States commercial agent residing at Honolulu. 

His majesty is 2!so desirous that there should be a 
definite arrangement for the settlement of any future 
difficulties which may unhappily arise, and which, be- 
tween sovereign and independent nations, would or 
dinarily be the subject of diplomatic correspondence. 


To carry into effect these desirable objects, the un- 
amehameha 
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U. States, by convention, treaty, or otherwise, 
whenever the latter shall acknowledge the sover- 
ignty of the former; and, as evidence that the un- 
peat ed are thus authorized, they are prepared to 
present official papers from his majesty whenever 
the way is open for them to be received. 

The undersigned will further state that they are 
directed to proceed from the United States to Europe, 
for the purpose of obtaining from some of the prin- 
cipal governments there the same acknowledgments 
obich it is the object of this letter to obtain from the 
government of the United States. 

Accept, sir, the assurances of the high considera- 
tion with which the undersigned have the honor to 
be your obedient servants, 

TIMOTEO HAALILIO. 
WILLIAM RICHARDS. 
Hon. Daniel Webster, secretary of state. 


cretary of state to the agents of the Sandwich Islands. 
° Seirinntt of state, Washington, Dec. 19, 1842. 

GenTLEMEN: | have received the letter which you 
did me the honor to address to me, under date of the 
14th instant, stating that you had been commission- 
ed to represent, in the United States, the government 
of the Hawaiian Islands, inviting the attention of 
this government to the relations between the two 
countries, and intimating a desire for a recognition 
of the Hawaiian government by that of the United 

tates. 
- Your communication has been laid before the pre- 
sident and by him considered. 

The advantages of your country to the navigators 


in the Pacific, and in particular to the numerous ves- | PO 


sels and vast tonnage of the United States frequent- 
ing that sea, are fully estimated; and just acknowl- 
ments are due to the government and inhabitants of 
the islands for their numerous acts of hospitality to 
the citizens of the U. States. 

The United States have regarded the existing au- 
thorities of the Sandwich Islands as a government 
suited to the condition of the people, and resting on 
their own choice, and the president is of opinion 
that the interests of all the commercial nations require 
that that government should not be interfered with 
by foreign powers. Of the vessels which visit the 
islands, it is known that a great majority belong to 
the United States. The United States, therefore, 
are more interested in the fate of the islands and of 
their government than any other nation can be; and 
this consideration induces the president to be quite 
willing to declare, a3 the sense of the government of 
the United States, that the government of the Sand- 
wich Islands ought to be respected; that no power 
ought either to take possession of the islands as a 
conquest, or for the purpose of colonization; and that 
no power ought toseek for any undue control over 
the existing government, or any exclusive privileges 
or preferences in matters of commerce. 

Ratartoinne these sentiments, the president does 
not see any present necessity for the negotiation of a 
formal treaty, or the appointment or reception of 
diplomatic characters. A consul or agent from this 
government will continue to reside in the islands.— 
He will receive particular instructions to pay just 
and careful attention to any claims or complaints 
which may be brought against the government or peo- 
ple of the islands by citizens of the United States: 
and he will also be instructed to receive any come 
plaint which may be made by that government for 
acts of individuals, (citizens of the U.S.) on account 
of which the interference of this government may 
be requested, and to transmit such complaint to this 
department. 


It is not improbable that this correspondence may 
be made the subject of a communication to congress; 
and it will be officially made known to the govern- 
ments of the principal commercial powers of Kurope. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your obedient 
servant, DANIEL WEBSTER. 

Messrs. Timoteo Haalilio and Wm. Richards, Wash- 
ington. 


a 
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Hovusk OF REPRESENTATIVES, JAN. 9, 1843. 

Mr. Fillmore, from the committee on ways and means, 

made the following report: 

The committee on ways and means, to whom was re- 
ferred so much of the president’s annual message 
and accompanying documents as relates to the 
“plan for an Exchequer,” report: 

That they have had the subject under examination 
and have given to it all that careful and dispassionate 
Consideration which its admitted importance demands 
and which the time for action at this short session, 
and the multifarious duties imposed upon the com- 
mittee would permit. ; 

The country has not been agitated for many years 
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by the all-absorbing questions of finance and curren- | mitted this plan of an Exchequer, and in two suc- 
- The question of finance involves an inquiry into] cessive annual messages, urged its adoption by the 
the best mode of collecting, keeping, transmitting, | legislature. 
and disbursing public revenue; and that of currency! Under these truly embarrassing circumstances, the 
into the best mode of creating and regulating the cir-] committee approach the consideration of this subject 
culating medium of the country. The former is all| with the most anxious solicitude. They sympathize 
important, both to the government and the citizen;| most deeply with the sufferings of the community; 
and the latter equally essential to the business pros-| and notwithstanding their repeated but hitherto un- 
perity of the country, and scarcely less important to| availing efforts to relieve them in the way which a 
the successful administration of the government it-| majority of both houses of congress thought best cal- 
self, It is deeply to be deplored that questions of} culated to effect that object, yet, being reluctantly 
such vital importance and all-pervading interest, | convinced that there is now no hope of carrying out. 
where a settled uniformity is so essential to prosper- | their wishes, at least for some time to come, the 
ity, should ever be mingled up with the partisan and | feel it to be their duty to examine carefully and dis- 
ane contests of the day. But in a free republic | passionately the plan submitted by the executive; and 
ike ours, resting upon popular opinion, this is inevi-| if it promises even partial relief to the country, and 
table. If evil in some measure results from it, it is| security for the public revenue, without endangering 
the price which liberty must ever pay for the great-| the liberties of the citizen and the purity of our free 
er good which it ensures. These agitations and con-| institutions, they are disposed to adopt it. In a case 
vulsions, so disastrous fora time to the quiet and| of such vast importance to the welfare of the com- 
prosperity of the community, are often caused by aj munity, they do not fee} at liberty to indulge any 
prema thy regard for the liberties we enjoy, and pride of opinion, or permit any preconceived notions 
etoken a jealous apprehension of the encroachments | or prejudice to operate upon their minds or affect 
of power. But let us console ourselves with the/| their actions. They have therefore earefully and 
hope that the time will come, if it has not already, | patiently examined the proposed plan of exchequer, 
after the violence of the storm is over, and the trou-| and deliberately considered and weighed the able 
bled elements have sunk to rest, when the nation! arguments in its favor, contained in the report of the 
will take a calm survey of this matter, and settle secretary of the treasury and in the two messages 
upon some plan which will accomplish the desired | of the president recommending it, and now proceed 
objects, ir a way that shall meet the approbation and | to state the result of their deliberations. 
ensure the ready acquiescence and cheerful support} The president, in his last message, after alluding 
of the great majority of the people. To doubt that! to the distress of the country and his former recom- 
this may be done without conferring any dangerous| mendation, gives the synopsis of his ‘exchequer plan” 
wers upon the executive ora corporation, would’ in the following words: 
be to doubt the perpetuity of our republican form of; ‘It was proposed to place it under the control and 
government. Heretofore three modes only have been direction of a treasury board, to consist of three 
suggested, and the committee readily concede that, commissioners, whose duty it should be to see that 
they cannot well conceive of a fourth not compound- | the law of its creation was faithfully executed, and 
ed more of less from these three. that the great end of supplying a paper medium of 
The first is the sub-treasury, which, though last in its | exchange, at all times convertible into gold and silver, 
adoption here, is oldest in point of time, as it prece-| should be attained. The board thus constituted was 
ded all banking institutions, and now dispenses with | given as much permanency as could be imparted to 
their atd, and rejects the currency which they furn-) it, without endangering the proper slare of respon- 
ish. Its essential features are, that taxes and dues sibility which should attach to all public agents. In 
to the government shall be collected and paid only! order to ensure all the advantages of a well-matured 
in gold and silver, and intermediate the time of col-| experience, the commissioners were to hold their offi- 
lection and disbursement, the money shall be kept in | ces for the respective periods of two, four, and six 
the hands of government officers. This is only fiscal years, thereby securing at all times, in the manage- 
in its character, intended for the treasury alone, as its; ment of the exchequer, the services of two men of 
authors disclaim all authority and duty upon the part experience; and, to place them in a condition to ex- 
of the government tofurnish a currency for the use of | ercise perfect independence of mind and action, it 
the people. Its model may be found in the imperial | was provided that their removal should only take 
institutions of Darius, the King of Persia, and its prin- | place for actual incapacity or infidelity to the trust, 
ciples have descended, with little modification and | and to be followed by the president with an exposi- 
slight improvement, it is believed, through all gov-) tion of the causes of such removal, should it occur. 
ernments where banks do not exist, and are now It was proposed to establish subordinate boards in 
found in perfect operation in the island of Cuba.— | each of the states, under the same restrictions and 
We are told that this system has been condemned by | limitations of the power of removal, which, with 
the people, and a majority of the committee concur the central board, should receive, safely keep, and 
in this condemnation. | disburse the public moneys; and, in order to furnish 
The second mode has been denominated the state bank ® Sound paper medium of exchange, the exchequer 
system. By this mode the taxes and public dues are , Should retain of the revenues of the government a 
collected and disbursed in specie or the bills of spe- | sum not to exceed $5,000,000 in specie, to be set 
cie-paying banks, and between the time of collection | apart as required by its operations, and to pay the 
and disbursement, the moneys are deposited in cer-| public creditor, at its own option, either in specie or 
tain selected state banks for safe keeping. This plan in treasury notes of denominations not less than five 
was adopted in 1833, both as a financial and currency nor exceeding one hundred dollars, which notes 
measure—professing to provide a safe place of de- Should be redeemed at the several places of issue, 
posite for the public revenue and a good currency and to be receivable at all times and every where in 
for the people. Its signal and disastrous failure to payment of government dues, with a restraint upon 
accomplish either object, in consequence of a general Such issue of bills, that the same should not exceed 
suspension of specie payments in the spring of 1837, | the maximum of $15,000,000. 
has left this system without an advocate. Never-| ‘In order to guard against all the hazards inci- 
theless, it is believed to be no more strange than true dent to fluctuations in trade, the secretary of the 
that this universally condemned system has, from|treasury was invested with authority to issue 
necessity, been in fact more or less used from that) $5,000,000 of government stock, should the same at 
day to this—a most convincing evidence that even) any time be regarded as necessary, in order to place 
state banks are considered a safer place of deposite| beyond hazard the prompt redemption of the bills 
than the hands of individual officers. which might be thrown into circulation; thus, in fact, 
The third is denominated the United Statcs bank sys-| making the issue of $15,000,000 of exchequer bills 
tem, by which the general government, instead of) rest substantially on $10,000,000, and keeping in cir- 
employing the banks chartered by the states, over | culation never more than one and one-half dollars 
which it has no control, and in which it has no inter- | for every dollar in specie. When to this it is added, 
est, charters a bank, with a capital sufficient to en-| that the bills are not only every where receivable in 
sure the safety of the public deposites, in which it is! government dues, but that government itself would 
itself a large stockholder, sharing in its profits. and| be bound for their ultimate redemption, no rational 





.| then directs the taxes and public dues to be collected | doubt can exist that the paper which the exchequer 


in specie or the bills of this bank or other specie-| would furnish would readily enter into general cir- 
paying banks, and, between the time of collecting and) culation, and be maiggained at all times at or above 
disbursements, to he deposited in this bank. ‘This| par with gold and silver; thereby realizing the great 
system professes not only to provide a safe place for| want of the age, and fulfilling the wishes of the peo- 
the keeping of the public money, but asound uniform | ple. In order to reimburse the government the ex- 
currency for the people; and, for near forty years| penses of the plan, it was proposed to invest the ex- 
during the fifty-three since the adoption of the federal | chequer with the limited authority to deal in bills of 
constitution, it has successfully’ accomplished both | exchange, unless prohibited by the state in which an 
these objects. agency might be situated, having only thirty days to 

The last bank charter, however, expired in 1836, | run, and resting on a fair and bona fide basis. The 
and two bills, since passed by congress to create a| legislative will on this point might be so plainly an- 
substitute, have each been successively vetoed by | nounced as to avoid all pretext ‘for partiality or fa- 








the president, and in lieu of them he has now sub-j| voritism. It was furthermore proposed to invest this 
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treasury agent with authority to receive on deposite, 
to a limited amount, the specie funds of individuals, 
and to grant certificates therefor, to be redeemed on 
presentation, under the idea, which is believed to be 
well founded, that such certificates would come in 
aid of the exchequer bills in supplying a safe and 
ample paper circulation. Or if, in place of the con- 
templated dealings in exchange, the exchequer should 
be authorised not only to exchange its bills for actu- 
al deposites of specie, but for specie or its equiva- 
lent, to sell drafts, charging therefor a small but rea- 
sonable premium, I cannot doubt but that the bene- 
fits of the law would be speedily manifested in the 
revival of the credit, trade, and business of the 
whole country. Entertaining this opinion, it becomes 
my duty to urge its adoption upon congress, by refe- 
rence to strongest considerations of the public inte- 
rests, with such alterations in its details as congress 
may, in its wisdom, see fit to make.” 

It must be obvious to every intelligent man, who 
will carefully examine the plan here shadowed forth, 
that, if this institution be ever legalized and put in 
operation under the executive authority of the go- 
vernment, it will exert a power and influence, for 
good or for evil, upon the business and politics of 
this country, compared with which a bank of the 
United States or the treasury would be impotent and 
harmless. If it were possible to have such an insti- 
tution without increasing executive power or en- 
dangering the treasury, which should be administer- 
ed by men of undoubted talents and integrity, endued 
with competent financial skill, anda cautious, vigi- 
lant sagacity, uncontaminated with political and par- 
tisan bias, it is undoubtedly capable of rendering 
some service both to the business wants of the cotin- 
try and the financial embarrassments of the treasury. 
But to hope for this is to expect a change in human 
nature itself, and in the ordinary motives that go- 
vern the conduct of men, and especially political 
men, little less than miraculous. Our institutions 
are based upon no such theory of human perfecti- 
bility. They contemplate the possibility of error 
and vice in those who are entrusted with power, and 
therefore guard the trust by every limitation, as to 
time and amount, not incompatible with the object 
to be attained. 

Let us, then, first consider the benefits which it is 
claimed by the executive will result from an adop- 
tion of this plan, and see how far they are likely to 
be realized, and then consider the objections to it, and 
see how far there is reasonable ground to apprehend 
danger. — 

First, then, as to its benefits. The secretary of the 
treasury, in his report on the plan, says: ‘‘The bill 
now submitted may be considered as having three 
principal objects in view: 

“‘], The safe-keeping of the public moneys. 
| «2. The furnishing, as well for safe and conveni- 
ent payments to the treasury as for the use of the 
country, a paper circulation always equivalent to 
gold and silver, and of universal credit. 

«3. A provision for supplying, to some extent, the 
means of a cheap and safe exchange in the commerce 
between the several States.” 


The secretary truly remarks that ‘‘no one can en- 
tertain a doubt of the high importance of the first of 
these. ‘The public moneys are received by govern- 
ment from the people for the necessary uses of the 


country, according to the constitution, and ought | 


ever to be esteemed a sacred trust. They are earn- 
ed by the industry of the people, and while safely 
guarded, and applied only to really necessary and 
constitutional purposes, will be cheerfully contribu- 
ted by.a patriotic community. The people have 
a right to be as safe, as good Jaws, and a faithful ad- 


loss.” 

He also says, as between a United States Bank 
and the sub-treasury, “the present plan is offered, 
secking to avoid the objections which exist to each, and 
to accomplish, to some extent, the good designed by 
both.” 

Does this plan, then, avoid the objections to those 
two condemned institutions in the safe keeping of the 
public moneys? What was the good intended to be 
secured by a United States Bank in the safe keeping 


tution, with a capital eeeny large, collected|vernment money is gone, irrecoverably gone, and 
r the control of per-/the only security the government has for it isthe 
sons interested in its preservation, to afford an am-| draft of A? 
ple fund for the security of the government for any | paid, it would have been the same thing, with this 
For exam-/jditference only, that the acceptor would also have 
ple: the late bank of the United States had a capi- | been liable for its payment. 
tal of $35,000.000, and $28,000,090 of this belonged | 
to individual stockholders, all of which was pledged | suppose the exchequer agent dishonest—suppose him 
for the repayment of any money belonging to the/a warm political partisan: might not these favors be 
In this mainly | dealt out to our political friends and denied to politi- 
consisted the security for the government deposites. | cal enemies? Or suppose money is wanted to cor; 
Its directors were |rupt the fountains ef elective power, orcarry some d 
under the eye of the government and the immediate political contest, how easy would it be for a dishonest treasury. That made no attempt at banking by 1s- 


from individuals, and put un 


money it should deposite in its vaults. 


government entrusted to its keeping. 


The bank could.not abscond. 


,or pretended apprehension, they were withdrawn 
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watchful attention of individual self interest, and 
though they might be no mere honest than govern- 
ment officers holding the same trust, yet it must be 
apparent to all that the government was much more 
safe, as there was a double set of sentinels upon their 
conduct, and they would be compelled to waste, 
embezzle, or squander the whole $28,000,000 of mo- 
ney belonging to the private stockholders before the 
public money would be in dangér. It may be said 
that this was done in the case of the late state bank 
in Pennsylvania bearing that name, and that the same 
thing might have occurred had it been a United 
States Bank. In theory this is undoubtedly true, but 
our experience thus far warrants no such conclusion; 
but, even if it were so, it must also be borne jn 
mind, that the process of decay in that institution 
was so slow, and the apprehension of mismanage- 
ment so universal, that ordinary vigilance would 
have withdrawn all public deposites from its vaults 
Jong before it finally failed. Indeed, under, a real 


some four years before it suspended specie pay- 
ments. But it was not so with individuals who were 
entrusted with the public money. The mails that 
brought notice of their defalcations usually brought 
intelligence that the delinquents were on their way 
to Europe or elsewhere, and already beyond the 
reach of either civil or criminal process. It would 
seem to be a waste of words to argue a question so 
plain. Experience especially in matters of this kind, 
is the test of truth, and the experience of near forty 
years, out of fifty three since the adoption of the 
federal constitution, during which we have had a 
national bank, has shown that not one dollar has 
been lost by being deposited to its vaults, while 
millions have been lost that were entrusted to indi- 
viduals. Can it be pretended, then, that, in the safe 
keeping of the public money, this plan of an exche- 
quer secures the good which was obtained by a Unit- 
ed States Bank? 

But it has been objected to the sub-treasury, and a 
majority of the committee think with great force, 
that that did not afford adequate security for the 
public moneys. That required the public moneys to 
be placed in the hands of public officers for safe 
keeping; this does the same.. That required the 
public officer to give bond with sureties for its safe 
keeping, and that has heretofore been generally re- 
quired; this does the same. But that security has 
not heretofore been found sufficient in all cases to 
prevent loss, and we can only judge of the future by 
the past. Nothing has ever been realised from the 
sureties of Mr. Swartwout, and probably never will 
be. Is it not clear, then, that the objection to the 
sub-treasury of inadequate security, is obviated by 
this plan? 





} 
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| caution which self-interest alone can inspire, can be 
ministration can make them, against both waste and | 


| you give to the transaction, the danger is the same. 


But this is not all. So far from this objection be- 
ing obviated, it is by this plan increased in a tenfold 
proportion. The sub-treasury act declared it a felo- 
by, punishable by fine and imprisonment not exceed- 
ing five years, for any public officer to ‘‘use” or 
“loan” any of the public moneys entrusted to him 
for safe-keeping, yet this plan expressly permits him 
to use or loan it, in buying drafts which may have 
thirty days to run. It seems to the committee that 
this extraordinary power to use the public money, 
raised by taxation on the people, in buying drafts 
drawn by one individual upon another, is most 
dangerous. Even if this power should be honestly 
exercised, it must inevitably lead to great loss. Such 
officers as will be entrusted with the execution of 
this power possess neither the vigilance nor sagacity 
to guard the public treasure from loss. All expe- 
rience has shown that nothing short of that watchful 


safely trusted in loaning money. But it may be said 
that this is not technically a power to loan, but an au- 
thority to purchase. It1is not material what name 


It is an authority to part with the public money on 
the responsibility of any citizen who offers his draft 





for sale. This will be more clear by an example. 
| A, residing in New York, draws his draft on B, in 
| Philadelphia, at thirty days, and offers it at the ex- 
| chequer agency in New York for sale, and it is bought 


}and remitted to B, who refuses to accept it and it, 
of the public moneys? It was to establish an insti- | comes back protested. 


Is it not plain that the go- 


Had the draft been accepted and not 


But 


This is the hazard with an honest agent. 
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and pliant exchequer agent to buy the drafts of some 
irresponsible political friend, and thereby pour out 
the national treasury for the basest of purposes; and 
yet, when called to any account, he has committed 
no crime; he has merely misjudged by purchasing a 
draft not accepted, the drawer of which has proved 
irresponsible. Can it be pretended, then, that a 
power like this obviates the objections to the sub- 
treasury? We think not. 
But this is notall. By the sub-treasury the go- 
vernment only risked, in the hands of its officers, the 
amount of money that might be on hand between 
the time of collection and the time of disbursement, 
As the supply is constantly flowing in from the du- 
ties on imports and the sale of the public lands, and 
constantly flowing out in payment of the public dues, 
the amount on hand at one time is not usually large, 
If we take the balance in the treasury on the Ist of 
January for twenty-one years, from 1820 to 1840, in- 
clusive, as the average amount on hand of available 
means, exclusive of trust funds, it will average about 
$7,000,000. This, however, includes the time when 
a great surplus accumulated; and probably from two 
to three millions would, under ordinary cireumstan- 
ces, be the average amount. This amount, whatever 
it may be, is all the government risks‘under the sub- 
treasury. But by this plan it is proposed to set 
apart $5,000,000 in specie, to be held by these go- 
vernment officers as the basis of a paper circulation 
of $15,000,000. Then this $15,000,000 of exche- 
quer bills are also entrusted to the exchequer agents, 
to be paid out for government dues, or in the pur- 
chase of drafts. Here, then, are $20,000,000, in ad- 
dition to the ordinary revenue, entrusted to the keep- 
ing of these public officers, where all experience 
has shown that it is not safe to entrust even the ordi- 
nary amount of money on hand in its transit from 
collection to disbursement. 
But even this is not all. This plan also authorises 
these public officers to receive on deposite gold and 
silver to the amount of $15,000,000, and give certif- 
cates of deposite, and also to receive money to an 
unlimited amount in payment for drafts sold; and all 
this is at the risk of the government. But this pow- 
er to receive private deposites at the several agen- 
cies is liable to still greater abuse. If the agent be 
dishonest, he may issue these certificates to an unli- 
mited amount, and abscond with the avails before 
detection can take place, and leave the government 
io pay these certificates out of dues raised from the 
people by taxation. We ask, then, with emphasis, 
whether it can be said that a system like this, which 
gives unlimited power to use the public money in 
purchasing drafts, that deposites with these exche- 
quer agents $20,000,000 in specie and bills belonging 
to the government, and permits them to receive In 
deposite from individuals $15,000,000 more, and in 
payment for drafts sold an unlimited amount, for all 
which, and for fraudulent certificates of deposite, 
the public treasury is eventually to be responsible, 
does not put at hazard all the revenues of the na- 
tion, and Jay a foundation for the most dangerous po- 
litical favoritism and universal corruption? Can the 
public money be safe in such an institution? We 
think not; and venture to predict that, if it be adopt- 
ed, before ten years have elapsed the national treasu- 
ry will be overwhelmed with bankruptcy and ruin. 
The second object of this plan is, as alleged by 
the secretary in his report, ‘‘to furnish a sound paper 
circulation, in which debts to the government may 
be paid, and which may also be useful to the com- 
merce and general business of the country.” 


The manner in which this paper currency is to be 
furnished will appear by reference to the 7th, 8th, 
and 9th sections of the proposed bill. It is to con- 
sist of $15,000,000 or less of treasury notes or ex- 
chequer bills, of denominations not less than five nor 
exceeding one thousand dollars, signed, countersign- 
ed, and endorsed, and issued by the exchequer board 
and its several agencies, and redeemable at the place 
where issued in gold or silver, on demand, and re- 
ceivable in dues to the United States; but such Is- 
sues are to be so limited, that the amount of gold 
and silver on hand shall be equal to one-third the 
amount of such issues outstanding. These notes are 
to be put in circulation by being paid out for debts 
due by the government under the 3d section, or in 
the purchase of domestic bills of exchange, as pro 
vided in the llth section. It is also authorised by 
the 5th section to receive private deposites in specie, 
not exceeding $15,000,000, and issue certificates 
therefor, which are redeemable at the place where 
issued. 

These treasury notes and these certificates of de- 
posite are to constitute the paper circulation to be 
provided by the exchequer. : 

These banking powers, thus conferred upon the 
exchequer for the purpose of furnishing a paper cit 
culation, distinguish this plan from that of the sub- 
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a paper currency, though many objected to its 
pron Bg weche the Eeerdbension diss whos once 
established, it would be converted into a great go- 
yernment bank, similar to that now proposed. | 

But the secretary says, “it cannot with any pro- 

riety be called a government bank. The essential 
elements of a bank are still wanting toit. Govern- 
ment seeks not to fill its own coffers by discounts, or 
to make gains by the use of its own credit, or to 
make the issue of the exchequer a substitute for re- 
venues, in order to meet its own necessities.” And 
the president, in substance, reiterates the same sen- 
timents. 

The committee regret that they cannot concur 
with these high functionaries in this opinion. On 
the contrary, after the most considerate reflection, 
the committee are constrained to say that they be- 
lieve this to be, to all intents and purposes, a go- 
vernment bank; that no definition of a bank, by any 
respectable writer on currency or political economy, 
ean be found that will not include this. That some 
banks may possess more power than is conferred 
upon this, will not be denied; but that they are es- 
sential to a bank, even in the modern acceptation of 
the term, is by no means admitted. 

What is a bank? McCulloch, in his Commercial 
Dictionary, says: 

“Banks are commonly divided into two great 
classes: banks of deposite and banks of circulation. 
This division, however, is nota very distinct one; for 
there is no bank of deposite that is not at the same 
time a bank of circulation, and few or no banks of 
circulation that are not also banks of deposite. But 
the term banks of deposite is meant to designate 
those which keep the money of individuals and cir- 
culate itonly; while the term banks of circulation is 
applied to those which do not thus confine their cir- 
culation, but issue notes of their own, payable on de- 
mand.” 

The foregoing description may not comprehend 
every altribute ordinarily belonging to banks in this 
country. But the exchequer plan certainly does 
contain all the essential attributes of a bank. Like 
other banks, it reccives public and private deposites, 
and is therefore a bank of deposite. Like other 
banks, it issues bills redeemable on demand in specie, 
and is therefore a bank of issues. Like other banks, 
it puts its funds in circulation by paying them out for 
public dues, or in discounting drafts having thirty 
days to run, and is therefore a bank of circulation. 
It is true it does not discount promissory notes, but 
this is not essential to constitute a bank. The dis- 
counting of drafts may be more safe and more pro- 
fitable; but certainly the mode in which the money 
of the bank is put in circulation, whether by paying 
it out for public dues, or discounting drafts or pro- 
missory notes, can be of no essential importance in 
making up the clements that constitute a bank. 


But the secretary has said that this is not a bank, 
because ‘“‘government seeks not to fill its own coffers 
by discounts, or to make gains by the use of its own 
credit or to make the issue of the exchequer a sub- 
stitute for revenue, in order to meet its own necessi- 
ties.” Whatever, design may be avowed, there can 
be no doubt of the fact that the exchequer will, like 
other banks, ask compensation by way of interest for 
drafts discounted, and by way of premium for drafts 
sold, both of which are provided for in the bill; and 
it is equally clear that it contemplates, like other 
banks, the use of its credit in part to effect these ob- 
jects, and that all its issues in payment of govern- 
ment dues are ‘ta substitute of exchequer bills for re- 
venue in payment of its debs;” and that, while it is 
compelled to borrow, it saves the payment of interest 
on the amount of its circulation, and in this way 
makes the same profit that a bank does that exchan- 
ges its credit in the shape of bills for a note on inte- 
rest. It would seem also that it was intended to 
bank upon its deposites, public and private, and that 
they were to be used in buying or discounting drafts. 
The commitee, therefore, have no hesitation in pro- 
nouncing this scheme a bank; and, as it is to be owned 
and controlled wholly by the government, they have 
oe little hesitation in denominating it a government 

ank. 

As a bank, then, what are to be its probable effects 
upon the currency of the country? So far as it shall 
furnish a paper circulation of equal value with gold 
and silver, it would be beneficial. But, if we are to 
judge from past experience, this could not be done to 
any great extent, and would not be maintained for 
any great length of time. All government banking, 
in all ages and countries, has proved a failure. We 
believe there is no exception to thisrule. T'o prove 
this, we need not resort to the assignats of France, 
or the Imperial bank of Russia, with its paper rubles, 
or even the far-famed deposit bank of Amsterdam, 
which was under the charge of the governors of the 
city annually elected by the citizens, and for whose 
fidelity the city itself was liable. All these, at dif- 


ferent times and under different circumstances, had a 
common end. The assignats, though based upon the 
avails of large estates which had been confiscated, 
and madea legal tender by severe penalties, gradual- 
ly sunk in the market, in consequence of excessive 
issues. until they became worthless. A similar fate 
attended the paper rubles of Russia; and the gover- 
nors of the bank of Amsterdam, in violation of their 
official duty and solemn oaths, secretly withdrew the 
specie that had been deposited in its vaults; and this 
fraud was not discovered for forty or fifty years.— 
But the attempts in our own country, by different 
states, to establish banks owned by the states, have 
been equally unfortunate. Few, if any, have main- 
tained their credit, and the committee believe there 
is some inherent and insurmountable difficulty in gov- 
ernment banking, that cannot be overcome or obviated. 
They cannot, therefore, flatter themselves that this at- 
tempt if itshould be made, would prove more sucess- 
ful than hundreds of others which have failed. The 
cause of these failures has doubtless been different 
in diflerent cases. But there are certain causes, 
obvious to all, well calculated to produce this fatal 
result. e 

In the first place, the various officers and agents 
which would he selected to take eharge of such an in- 
stitution are not likely to have the requisite financial 
skill, even if they should have the requisite moral 
honesty. They will be selected from party and po- 
litical considerations. Thus it ever has been, and 
thus it ever willbe. But, even if they had the skill, 
they would not feel that watchful solicitude which 
self-interest alone can create, and which is indispen- 
sable to the successful management ofabank. But, 
among such agents appointed from such motives, 
there will be many whose moral integrity cannot be 
safely trusted. We have deplorable evidence of this 
in the numerous defaulters to the government, and 
the scarcely less numerous instances of bank officers, 
acting under the immediate eye of those interested, 
who have embezzled the funds which they were 
paid to guard. 


But, even if all these difficulties could be overcome, 
there is still another which admits of noremedy, and 
against which you can provide no security; and that 
is the dangerous increase in the issues of such paper 
by legislative authority. It matters not that you limit 
it by this act—the next congress has power to change 
it; and, having the power, if there should be a defici- 
ency in the revenue, it will be exercised. All expe- 
rience leads to this inevitable result. {[t was so in 
France. It wasso in Russia. It,wasso in this coun- 
try during the revolution, when continental money 
was poured out until it became worthless; and it was 
so during the last war, when treasury notes were In- 
creased until they were twenty or twenty-five per 
cent. below the par value of non-speciepaying banks; 
and, even within a few months after this exchequer 
plan was first recommended to congress, in a time 
of profound peace, treasury notes were issued until 
they fell five per cent. below par; and the credit of 
the treasury was, at last, only saved by promising to 
pay six per cent. interest on these notes semi-annu- 
ally, which converted them at once from currency, 
receivable in public dues, into a species of stock for 
investment. Even we could not sell a six per cent. 
stock, having twenty years to run, without a discount 
to meet these notes; and had they been issued under 
this exchequer, the result must have been the same. 
All these facts lead to but one conclusion, and that 
seems irresistible; which is that the government ought 
not to engage in banking, but that it should be left to 
private corporations or companies, which may be 
effectually restrained in their issues by penal laws, 
for the violation of which they may be made amena- 
ble to the courts. Certainly nothing short of this can 
prevent excessive issues, or ensure prompt redemp- 
tion; and even this has not always effected that object. 
Mr Ricardo, an eminent writer on this subject, says: 
‘‘ Experience, however, shows that neither a state nor 
a bank ever has had the unrestricted power of issu- 
ing paper money, without abusing that power; in all 
states, therefore, the issue of paper money ought to 
be under some check or control.’”? As you cannot 
check or control congress on this subject, it would 
follow that we ought not to atlempt to exercise this 
power. 

The committee have already considered the in- 
creased liability which the treasury incurs by receiv- 
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specie, for the sake of depositing it with these exche- 
quer agents, and that, too, at a loss of one-half of one 
per cent.? It must be borne in mind that these agen- 
cies will be established where there are banks.— 
Every business man will] prefer depositing in a bank, 
for the obvious reasons—first, because it costs him 
nothing; secondly, by depositing with a bank, he often 
obtains some favor useful to him in his business; and, 
thirdly, he can‘deposite all his money ina bank, 
whether in specie or the bills of specie-paying banks; 
but if he deposited in the exchequer he would be 
compelled, before he could make his deposites, to 
convert all his paper, which may be issued by banks 
scattered all over the state, into specie, before the 
exchequer will receive it. This very circumstance 
takes away the principal inducement which many 
men have to deposite at all; which is, that by sending 
their paper money directly to the bank as soon as re- 
ceived, they may know whether any of it is counter- 
feit or on insolvent banks, being assured that if it is 
received by the bank, then it is good to them, and if 
it is not received, they can at once return it to the 
person from whom they received it. The exchequer 
affords none of these inducements for making deposi- 
tes; and few if any, will consider it more safe than 
a bank in their own neighborhood; and ‘we therefore 
think that this power, in practice, will be of little 
or no use. 

One great object to be accomplished by issuing 
these exchequer bills, according to the report of the 
secretary, 1s “to furnish a safe paper medium, in 
which payments may be made to the government of 
all debts and taxes.” This, the secretary thinks, 
would be of vast importance to the government in 
case all the banks should suspend specie payments. 
The committee cannot concur in this opinion. On 
the contrary, they think, in such an emergency, the 
government would be far better off if it had no ex- 
chequer bills outstanding. In that case, it might at 
once issue them, and thereby relieve itself and the 
community. But if they were already out, every 
one that came into the treasury, either for debts or 
taxes, would avail nothing to the relief of the trea- 
sury, as the receiving it would be merely paying a 
debt previously contracted by the government in is- 
suing the note. The treasury, at last, could only 
find relief in reissuing these same exchequer bills, 
and in the use of such specie as should be paid into 
the treasury. Little specie would be paid into the trea- 
sury if exchequer bills were abundant, and could an- 
swer the same purpose. Hence the treasury would be 
much more embarrassed, in such an exigency, by 
having the market already supplied by these bills, 
which it would be compelled to pay off by receiv- 
ing them for public dues, than if the channels of cir- 
culation were yet to be filled, and those paying du- 
ties were compelled to pay in specie. We think the 
experience of the last few years has clearly demon- 
strated this. 

The chief objection to dealing in exchange by buy- 
ing and selling drafts has already been shown. It 
consists mainly in the hazards to which it exposes 
the treasury; and without dwelling upon that sub- 
ject further, the committee feel bound to call the at- 
tention of the house and the country to another fea- 
ture of this plan, and that is its effect upon the state 
banks. 

The sub-treasury was strongly objected to on the 
ground that it required all public dues to be paid in 
gold and silver. Every merchant having duties to 
pay was compelled to pay them inspecie. The spe- 
cie could only be obtained by drawing it from the 
banks; and hence it was apprehended that the draught 
might be so great as to endanger the safety of those 
institutions and greatly embarrass the business opera- 
tions of the country. 


If the sub-treasury was objectionable on that ac- 
count, it appears to the committee that the exche- 
quer is much more objectionable. It is true that by 
this exchequer plan the bills of specie paying banks 
are receivable for public dues, but it must be borne 
in mind tbat itis made the imperative duty of the 
agent receiving them to setile with the banks week- 
ly; and this settlement can have no other object than 
to draw out the amount in specie. Although the pro- 
visions of the ball itself are a little ambiguous on 
that point, yet this must be the intent, for it would 
be absurd merely to exchange one set of bills for 
another on the same bank. All the advantage, then, 


ing private deposites, for safe keeping of which it is#which the banks have under the exchequer more 


responsible. That argument proceeds upon the 
ground that private deposites will be made in the 
exchequer in gold and silver, as contemplated by the 
proposed plan. But the committee have great doubt 
whether this power to receive deposites from indivi- 
duals will not, in practice, be perfectly useless, espe- 
cially if the depositor is compelled to pay one-half of 
one per cent. for the privilege. What inducement 


than they had under the sub-treasury is, that their 
bills are to be held one week, or part of a week, by 
the exchequer before they are returned for the specie, 
and some may be paid out during the week and 
therefore not returned. But the disadvantages are 
more preponderating: for by the sub-treasury no more 
specie was rendered necessary than to pay pub- 
lic dues, and that was required in all cases and from 





can there be for any man, and particularly a business 





man, to be at the trouble of converting his money into 


all men; but by the exchequer plan large additions 


are invited for deposites and drafts sold, and all re- 
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ceived for public dues and drafts sold goes into the 
hands of the exchequer agent, who has the power to 
favor a petted institution by paying out its bills dur- 
ing the week, and to crush an obnoxious one by de- 
manding the specie on all ‘its bills. This may bea 
most dangerous political power, which may be 
brought to bear with tremendous effect upon the 
various banks throughout the country, and is in 
this respect far more dangerous than the sub-trea- 


a another feature in this exchequer plan 
that deserves the serious consideration of congress 
and the country, and thai is the additional power 
which it confers upon the executive. The provisions 
on this subject will be found in the two first sections 
of the proposed bill. They are, in substance, that a 
board is to be created, consisting of five members: 
namely, the secretary of the treasury, and the trea- 
surer for the time being, and three commissioners; 
all of whom are to be appointed by the president and 
senate; and this board is to have power “to appoint 
all such inferior officers as, in the judgment of the 
board, the transaction of its business may require; 
the amount of their respective compensations to be 
fixed by the board.” This board is also to ‘“‘have 
power to establish agencies or offices, not exceed- 
ing two in each state or territory;” and the secretary 
of the treasury, on the recommendation of the 
board, is also to “appoint such officers and agents 
as they may think necessary,” and “the board is to 
fix the amount of their respective compensations.” 

It will be perceived that the inferior officers are 
unlimited in number, and that their salaries are unhi- 
mited in amount. All this is proposed to be left to 
the discretion of the board. But the dangerous power 
here proposed to be given cannot be fully appreciated 
without a reference to the constitutional power vest- 
ed in the executive. 


The great and overshadowing power necessarily 
conferred upon the executive of the United States 
has always been a source of anxious apprehension in 
the mind of every well wisher to his country and to 
its republican institutions. How to limit and check 
it, without impairing its efficiency, was the great and 
difficult problem that embarrassed the framers of the 
constitution. Many plans were suggested, but all 
finally resulted in requiring him to be elected by a 
majority of the electors or states, and in limiting his 
official term to four years, and making him re-eligi- 
ble. The constitution then put into his hands the 
sword of the nation, by declaring that ‘‘the president 
of the United States shall be commander-in-chief of 
the army and navy of the United States, and of the 
militia of the several states when called intothe ac- 
tual service of the United States.” The treaty- 
making power, without qualification or limitation, 1s 
also vested in the president and senate, provided 
two-thirds of the senators concur. But, in addition 
to all these, the constitution has vested in the presi- 
dent the power, by and with the advice and consent 
of the senate, ‘‘to appoint all officers of the United States 
which shall be created by law,” ‘“‘whose appointments 
are not otherwise provided for in the constitution;” 
“but congress may, by law, vest the appointment of 
such inferior officers as they think proper in the pre- 
sident alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of 
departments.” 

Jere, then, is this vast accumulation of power in 
the hands of one man, vested there by the constitu- 
tion of the country, over which congress has no con- 
trol. Is an army raised; he takes the command, 
and it moves at his will and pleasure. Is a navy cre- 
ated; he is high admiral,and it obeys his will. Is 
the great body of the militia called into service; they 
are required to marshal themselves under his ban- 
ners and obey his orders. All our foreign relations 
are under his supervision and control; and, by this 
plan, it is not only proposed to place in the hands of 
officers directly or indirectly appointed by him, and 
holding their offices at his pleasure, all the vast re- 
venues of this government, but to raise money, by 
taxing the people, to be deposited in the hands of 
these officers, on which they are to carry on banking 
operations; and, in addition to all that, to invite into 
their hands, in the form of deposites from individuals, 
oras payments for drafts sold, money to an immense 
amount, for the safe keeping of which the treasury 
is to be liable. If this is not a union of the purse 
and the sword in the hands of one man, it is difficult 
to conceive whatis. Had the president the power 
to raise the money, by tax, on which these banking 
operations are founded, none would then deny that 
it was a perfect union of the purse and the sword in 
his hands. 

But by this plan he virtually has that power. Con- 
gress raises for him, in advance, the $5,000,000 in 
specie, and then givus him the power to issue 
45,000,000 more of stock, on which these banking 
operations are to be based, and places the whole un- 
der the controlof this board of exchequer, every 





officer of which holds his official existence at the 
mere will and pleasure of the president. 

But it may be said that the officers of this exche- 
quer board are to hold their offices for a certain num- 
ber of years, and that during that time they are only 
removable bythe president for certain specified 
causes. It is true that the plan submitted so pro- 
vides; but the important question arises whether 
congress has the constitutional power to pass any 
law that shall deprive the presidentof the authority, 
which he has by the constitution, of removing these 
offices at pleasure? After a careful examination of 
the question, the committee are clearly of opinion 
that congress possesses no such power; and that any 
fancied security, built upon such an hypothesis, must 
in the end prove fallacious. 

Without going into any labored argument on this 
subject, the committee will merely state, that the 
power of removal from office,as exercised by the 
president, is nowhere provided for in the constitution. 
It is an incidentof the power of appointment, and 
results from it. It is nevertheless as much aconsti- 
tutional power as though it had been expressly pro- 
vided for by words in the constitution, and is as 
much beyond the legislative control. It is within 
the spirit of the constitution, though not within its 
letter. The construction of the constitution by the 
legislature gives the power, or, in other words, de- 
termines that the constitution has given it, and there- 
fore it is a constitutional power. 

Had not the authors of the report on the exche- 
quer plan intimated a different opinion, by inserting 
therein a limitation on this power of removal, the 
committee would hardly deem it necessary to cite an 
authority on a subject which to them appears to ad- 
mit of so little doubt. But, as this is purely a ques- 
tion of construction, they venture to fortify their 
own opinion by a short extract from Judge Story’s 
Commentaries on the constitution of the U. States, 
(3 Story’s Commentaries on the Constitution of the 
United States, p. 389, &c.) In speaking on this sub- 
ject, he says: “The next (question) is, if the power 
of removal belongs to the executive in regard to 
any appointments confided by the constitution to 
him, whether congress can give any duration of of- 
fice in such cases, not subject to the exercise of the 
power of removal? Hitherto the latter has remained 
a merely speculative question, as all our legislation 
giving a limited duration to office recognises the exe- 
cutive power of removal as in full force.” And in 
a note he adds: “In a debate, in 1789, upon the bill 
for organizing the department of foreign affairs, (the 
department of state), the very question was discuss- 
ed, and the final vote seems to have expressed the 
sense of the legislature that the power of removal 
by the executive could not be abridged by the legis- 
lature.” And the committee will add that it seems 
never before to have been attempted. 


The point in controversy has heretofore been, 
whether the president alone could remove, or wheth- 
er it required the concurrence of the senate. It was 
argued, and with great force, even before the adop- 
tion of the constitution, by the authors of the Fede- 
ralist, (see No. 70), that the concurrence of the se- 
nate would be as necessary to remove an officer as to 
appoint him; and for the obvious reason that the 
power to remove resulted fromthe power to appoint, 
and hence could not be exercised by any authority 
other than that which could appoint. But whether 
the power of removal was in the president alone, or 
in the president and senate, it has never before been 
seriously pretended that the power itself, wherever 
lodged, was not absolute and beyond the control of 
legislation. 

But it may be said that, although the principal of- 
ficers that constitute the board are subject to the re- 
moval of the president, yet the inferior officers and 
agents, who are appointed by the secretary of the 
treasury or the board, are not so. If by this is meant 
that the president cannot directly, by his own imme- 
diate order, dismiss one of these subordinate officers, 
the position is undoubtedly true. They can only be 
removed by the officer or board appointing them. 
But the president has the power of removing that 
officer or board, and thus indirectly of controlling 
the conduct of every officer and agent connected 
with this vast and terrible machine. That this opin- 
ion is well founded, the history of the last few years 
affords the most undoubted and lamentable proof. 

Congress had by a solemn enactment, directed the 
public money to be deposited in the United States 
Bank, ‘‘unless the secretary of the treasury should other- 
wise direct.”” Here was a duty imposed upon the se- 
cretary alone, to be exercised at his discretion, and 
for the exercise of which he alone was made respon- 
sible, as far as Jegislative power could make him so. 
Yet it is well known that Mr. Duane, a former se- 
cretary of the treasury, was opposed to withdrawing 
the public deposites from the United States Bank, 
while the president was in favor of it. Mr. Duane 








refused to obey the mandate of the president,and 
he was immediately removed from office, and ano. 
ther person appointed in his place, who, not feeling 
the same scruples, promptly executed the order, — 

The instance is not cited for the purpose of show— 
ing who was right or who was wrong in regard to. 
the removal of the deposites, but only to show that,. 
in practice as well as theory, this power of the exe-. 
cutive over all the heads of the departments, and: 
over their acts and the acts of their subordinates, is. 
lenary and unlimited, subject only to the right of 
ay rs aae by congress for its abuse. 

ut suppose the time should ever come when the 
presidential office of this great nation should be fill- 
ed by a weak, wicked, or ambitious man, or one com- 
bining all these qualities, who should aspire to a 
perpetuation of the power which he held, and the 
trust which he betrayed, by disregarding all moral 
restraints, and should attempt to draw around him a 
host of official menials, subservient to his ambitious 
designs, by making a personal devotion to him a test 
of qualification for every office. In such a case, is 
it not to be feared that such a president would de- 
scend from the high station assigned him, and, for- 
getting the dignity and duties of his office, attempt 
to contro! all the administrative officers of the gov- 
ernment, from the heads of departments down to 
the clerks in the bureaus, and tide-waters at the 
custom houses? Can any one suppose that such an 
attempt would prove abortive? If so, we fear he es- 
timates too highly the independence and virtue of 
even the higher officers of the government. We 
fear that, when the trial is made, the honest and in- 
dependent, who resist the executive dictation, will 
be rewarded by an immediate removal from office, 
and that there will be found enough, even for the 
highest and most responsible offices of the govern- 
ment, who, for the sake official honors and emolu- 
ments, will shamelessly submit to the servile indig- 
nity of obeying their master’s will. What, then, 
would be the situation of this country if we were to 
add to the vast power of patronage already in the 
hands of the executive, that which it is now pro- 
posed to give by this exchequer plan? Does not 
every one perceive that this host of newly created 
officers, with all the vast moneyed power placed at 
their disposal, would become mere instruments im the 
hands of a vain and wicked executive, struggling to 
perpetuate his power, and that they would obey his 
will, and minister to his corrupt and selfish ambition? 
No patriot can contemplate such a scene without 
horror. 

But the president has told us, in his recent mes- 
sage, that “if the result should be adverse, there is 
this security in connection with it: that the law ere- 
ating it may be repealed at the pleasure of the legis- 
lature, without the slightest imputation of its good 
faith.” 

This is the last argument by which the executive 
has endeavored to persuade congress to confer upon 
him this power, and the committee deem it worthy 
of a moment’s consideration. If we are to judge in 
this matter from the experience of the last nine 
years, it is of little importance what this last experi- 
ment may prove to be; there will be no hope of its 
repeal until the executive himself shall discover 
some new nostrum for the diseases of the body polli- 
tic and recommend it to congress. In speaking on 
this subject, the committee intend no reflection upon 
the person now filling the executive chair, or upon any 
former president. ‘They are only referred to for the 
facts which are necessary to illustrate the case. 


The light of experience is the only true guide in 
matters of government; and when au argument like 
this is urged by the president in favor of a measure 
which is to grant him additional power, it becomes 
us to look to the past and see what history teaches. 
If its painful realities warn us of danger, it is time 
to pause. Whit, then, is the history of executive 
power on this subject that should induce us to be- 
lieve that when this measure is once adopted it may 
be repealed at the pleasure of congress? 

It is now nine years since this controversy com- 
menced. In 1833, the secretary of the treasury, by 
order of the president, withdrew the public moneys 
from the United States Bank, where they had been 
placed according to law, and deposited them in the 
state banks. Since that time the country has been 
constantly agitated with questions of finance and 
currency; and it isa remarkable fact, well worthy 
of the serious reflection and anxious consideration 
of every patriot and friend of republican govern- 
ment, that from that day to this, in all the conflicts 
on this subject between the legislative and execu- 
tive departments of the government, the latter has 
uniformly triumphed. When the deposites were re- 
moved, and tie state banks were substituted for the 
United States Bank, congress refused tosanction the 
act and legalize the change. Nevertheless, the 
change had been made by executive authority, and 
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was continued by the same power from October, 
1833, until June, 1836, when the executive influence 
finally prevailed over congress, and the state bank 
system was legalized. This, however, continued 
.oply until the next spring, when the whole system 
exploded, in consequence of the general suspension 
_of specie payments by all the banks, and the execu- 
-tive ordered the revenues of the government to be 
collected in gold and silver, and kept in the hands of 
the officers of the government; and at the extra ses- 
gion Of congress, in September, 1837, recommended 
ithat project called the sub-treasury. But again con- 
gress refused to legalize the measure, although there 
was a decided majority in both houses of the same 
political party with the president. Nevertheless, 
the system, thus established by executive authority, 
continued in operation until July, 1840, when it was 
jegahized by congress. 

Here was another executive triumph over the le- 
gislative department of the government. But, at the 
presidential election of 1840 a political revolution 
took place, in which this system received the un- 
qualified condemnation of the popular vote; and in 
1841 congress repealed this system and passed a law 
authorizing another United States Bank. But here 
again the executive authority interposed, and vetoed 
the bill. Congress again, yielding much to execu- 
tive desire, attempted a reconciliation, and passed a 
bill authorizing a fiseal agent, which it was under- 
stood the president would approve; but here again 
they were disappointed, and the executive authority 
was again interposed in the form of another veto, 
and the legislative authority again nullified; and the 
public moneys have since remained in the hands of 
officers appointed by the executive, without any de- 
finitive regulation by law. 

Thus has the country, for nine years, been virtual- 
ly ruled by executive authority on this subject. The 
bitter fruits of this regal reign have been commend- 
ed to the lips of the hungry sufferers of a distressed 
nation; and many, weary with hope, fainting by the 
way side, and despairing of any thing better, are 
tempted to yield to this last demand for an increase 
of executive power. But we think when this sub- 
ject is understood—when the country has examined 
this matter cautiously and candidly by the light of 
experience—few can be found who, for the sake of a 
little temporary relief, would be willing to grant the 

wer here asked, At all events, let our sufferings 

what they may, we can never recommend the 
sale of our country’s birthright for a mere mess of 
pottage. 

But thus far we have only spoken of the executive 
influence over the legislature, and his authority over 
the revenues of the government. But when he in- 
vites us to adopt a measure, on the ground that we 
can afterwards repeal it if it proves disastrous, it is 
necessary for us to look to another power which the 
executive has, which may prevent the passage of any 
Jaw to repeal an act which he does not wish repeal- 
ed; and that is the veto power. When we have once 
adopted this plan, and vested the president with this 
power, he, by interposiag his veto to any act of re- 
peal, may effectually prevent it. But it may be said 
that two-thirds may still repeal notwithstanding his 
veto. Thisis true; but as parties are now constitu- 
ted in this country, and always have been and doubt- 
less always will be, two-thirds never can be obtain- 
ed against any veto, especially after you have con- 
ferred this vast additional power upon the executive. 
Indeed, it is a fact well worthy of note that the veto 
power of the president, though limited in theory, has 
in practice proved absolute. It is believed that there 
has been no instance, since the foundation of the go- 
vernment, when any bill has been passed by two- 
thirds which had been vetoed by a president. We 
should not, therefore, be lulled into a fatal security 
in passing this bill, by the false and deceptive hope 
that it may be repealed if it should prove disastrous to 
the liberties of the country or threaten to overwhelm 
the treasury. 

The committee have endeavored to limit their ob- 
servations to the great leading features of the pro- 
posed plan, and to what seemed to them the princi- 
re arguments for or against its adoption. They 

ave, therefore, omitted to comment upon some ob- 
vious defects in the details of the proposed bill, eith- 
er because they were of minor importance, or were 
susceptible of amendment and correction; and for a 
similar reason they have omitted to notice some con- 
siderations that have been urged in its favor. 

To enable the house to judge whether the leading 
features of this plan have been correctly apprehend- 
ed and truly stated by the committee, they annex 
hereto a copy of it, (marked A,) as itcame from the 
secretary of the treasury; and, in conclusion, they 
respectfully state that, in their opinion, if this plan 
Should be adopted as recommended, it would over- 
whelm the treasury with bankruptcy, corrupt the 
government, and confer upon the executive most 





dangerous authority; and, if it should be stripped of 
its formidable powers, it would be useless in effect- 
ing the great objects for which it was designed. 
They therefore deem it essentially defective and in- 
capable of any modification, at least without an 
amendment of the constitution, that could justify its 
adoption. 

Differing, as a minority of the committee do, from 
much of the reasoning adopted in the report of the 
majority, nevertheless the committee unanimously 
recommend the adoption of the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the plan of an exchequer presented 
to congress by the secretary of the treasury at the 
last session, entitled ‘‘A bill amendatory of the seve- 
ral acts establishing the treasury department,” ought 
not to be adopted. 


REPORT OF THE MINORITY OF THE COM- 
MITTEE. 

Mr. Atuerton, from the minority of the com- 
mittee of ways and means, submitted the following: 

The undersigned, of the minority of the commit- 
tee of ways and means, while they do not dissent 
from the conclusion at which the majority of the | 
committee have arrived in regard to the plan of an 
exchequer submitted to them from the treasury de- 
partment, think it due to themselves, for fear of mis- 
construction, to state that they dissent from many of | 
the inferences contained in the report of the majori- 
ty. They also conceive that something more might 
be expected of the committee of ways and means 
than mere criticisms on the plan emanating from 
the treasury department; and that the committee 
would more satisfactorily perform its duty by like- 
wise submitting to the house such regulations as 
they should deem proper concerning the financial af- 
fairs of the government, which, since the hasty re- 
peal of the law establishing the independent treasu- 
ry, have been thrown too much on executive discre- 
tion. 

The undersigned agree that those particulars in 
which the “plan of an exchequer” differs from the 
system of the independent treasury constitute some 
of the most objectionable features of the exchequer 
scheme; and they are also confident that most of the 
objections to a government bank, insisted on in the 
report of the majority, apply with equal force to a 
Bank of the United States. 








They are not aware that any losses have been sus- 
tained by the government while the system of the | 
independent treasury was in operation, nor that the | 
system has met with the popular condemnation. On | 
the contrary, it has been approved by the American 
poopie on the only occasion on which it has ever 

een submitted to them as a distinct issue. 

They will also remark, in relation to the triumphs, | 
in financial matters, of the executive over congress, 
enlarged upon in the report of the majority, that if 
the executive prevailed in those instances, it was on- 
ly because he was sustained by the people. 

The undersigned, equally with the majority of the | 
committee, regret that the subject of the manage- 
ment of the financial affairs of the government | 
should have become so mingled with party warfare. 
It seems to them that the only method to remedy 
this evil is to adopt some system which, in the first 
place, all shall admit to be constitutional, and which, 
in the second place, shaJl not offer the moneys of 
the people as a source of profit, and of course as a 
subject of contention, to an interested class, whose 
desperate struggles, even in our popular government, 
have heretofore well nigh proved too strong for the 
popular will. 

hough the majority of the committee indicate 
their preference for a United States Bank, it is evi- 
dent they do not, for the present at least, deem the 
establishment of such an institution possible. In- 
deed, considering the fraud and corruption and the 
strife for political power disclosed in the history of 
the late United States Bank, and the dire disasters 
brought upon a community still suffering from its 
enormities, the undersigned would fain hope that 
the establishment of any such institution may for- 
ever be considered as out of the question. 

No one contends for the state bank system. 

It seems, then, to the undersigned, that nothing re- 
mains but to provide by law for a system acknow- 
ledged to be free from constitutional objections, 
which, so far as it has any effect on the currency, 
shall cause it to approach the constitutional standard 
of value; shall tend to mitigate the evils of inordi- 
nate issues of bank paper, by introducing more gold 
and silver into general circulation; shall avoid, by 
the strictest guards, all objections of executive influ- 
ence; shall put an end to contention, by prohibiting 
the use of the public moneys by any favored indivi- 
duals, and consequently prevent the existence of a 
class, always dangerous in a free government, whose 








interest it is to strive for high taxation and heavy ex- 


an’ 
- — 


penditures; and which shall thus combine economy 
and safety with repose. 

The undersigned, therefore, recommend that the 
resolution reported by the majority of the committee 
be amended by adding thereto the following words: 

‘“‘And that the committee of ways and means be 
instructed to bring in a bill regulating the collection, 
safe keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the pub- 
lic moneys in such a manner as shall, as far as possi- 
ble, substitute provisions of law for executive dis- 
eretion in the management of the finances; shall 
prevent the moneys of the people from being used 
for purposes of private speculation and emolument, 
and shall render the government independent of the 
agency and influence of moneyed corporations.” 

C. G. ATHERTON, 
F. W. PICKENS. 
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SENATE. 

January 12. Various private bill were ordered 
to an engrossment; also a bill to authorize the legis- 
latures of Arkansas, Louisiana, aud Tennessee to 
sell the lands heretofore appropriated for schools; 
also a bill authorizing the state of [linois hereafter 
to impose a tax on all lands hereafter sold by the 
United States in that state from and after the time of 
such sale. 

The Oregon bill was then taken up. Mr. Sevier 
addressed the senate in favor of retaining its prelimi- 
nary clause. Mr. Benton followed at length and 
presented a full history of the controversy, rebut- 
ing the British pretensions. The senate then ad- 
journed. 

January 13. The business of the day was chiefly 
with bills of a private nature—and after receiving 
several memorials and petitions, and reports from 
committees of unimportance generally, the senate 
adjourned over till Monday. 

January 16. Mr. Bayard from the naval commit- 
tee reported a bill for relief of certain officers of the 
late exploring expedition; also, a bill providing for 
the establishment of a school of instruction in the 
naval service of the United States, with amendments. 

The bill relating to the occupation of the territory 
of Oregon was passed over, and the senate proceeded 
to consider the joint resolution introduced by Mr. 
Tappan, so to amend the constitution as to limit the 
term of the judges of the supreme and circuit courts 
of the United States; when, after some remarks from 
Mr. Tappan and Mr. Smith, of Connecticut, in favor 
of the resolution— 

Mr. Berrien asked the yeas and nays on the adop- 
tion of the resolution, which, having been ordered, 
there were yeas 11, nays 24. 

The senate then adjourned. 


January 17. The Preeident laid before the body 


|a communication from the treasury department, in 


compliauce with a resolution of the senate of the 
5th instant, calling for the exports and imports of 
gold and silver coin and bullion since 30th June, 
1834. 

This document states, in separate columns, the gold 
coin and bullion, and silver coin and bullion: 


Years. Imports. Exports. 
1834 8,190,372 519,575 
1835 13,131,447 6,477,775 
1836 13,400,881 4,324,336 
1837 10,516,414 5,976,249 
1838 17,784,116 3,508,046 
1839 5,574,263 8,776,443 
1840 8,882,813 8,417,014 
1841 4,988,633 10,034,332 
1842 3,848,290 4,055,694 


Note.—The collectors are not able to designate, 
in many instances, the foreign from the American 
coinage. 

Mr. Linn presented a memorial from citizens of St. 
Louis, Missouri, asking an appropriation for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Ohio, Missouri, 
and other western rivers. Also, the proceedings of 
the St. Louis Chamber of Commerce, in relation to 
the same. 

Mr. Linn spoke of the impurtance of this memo- 
rial, and the deep interest felt in the subject by the 
people of Missouri, as well as the west generally, 
and expressed a wish that the memorial might be 
read. 

The memorial was then read giving a history of the 
enormous loss of steamboats an the Mississippi and 
other western rivers, making as many as 338 boats 
destroyed within the last three or four years. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana hoped that the time had ar- 
rived for effective action on the subject, He might 
not live however, politically, to see the work accom- 
plished, as his term in the senate was about to expire; 
but he trusted that western members would press 
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the matter upon the attention of congress until the 
navigation of western waters shall be rendered cheap 
and safe to the great and increasing commerce of the 
west, 


Mr. Benton called attention to the fact that $100,- 
000 had been appropriated at the last session, under 
the direction of the secretary of war, which had not 
yet been applied. Much larger appropriations are 
requisite. 

Mr. Calhoun called the attention of the committee 
to the Tennessee river, which was one of the largest 
tributaries of the Ohio. Six states were directly 
interested in the navigation of the river, and in ten 
years it would be made apparent that its importance 
equalled that of the Ohio. Mr. C. went on to say 
that a rail road from Charleston to Macon was al- 
ready completed, and a continuous rail road would 
soon be made from Savannah to Charleston. Other 
rail roads were also in the course of completion, and 
new ones wouldsoon be commenced. Before any 
thing was done he should like to see established the 
principle upon. which the appropriation was to be 
made. Upon the subject under consideration he felt 
more interest from the fact that the river was really 
a noble one, and Tennessee was not represented on 
the floor of the senate. 


Mr. Walker said there was another river of far 
greater impartance than the Tennessee. He refer- 
red to the Yazoo and its tributaries which had a 
steam navigation of six hundred miles. Not more 
than one half or one third of the produce or naviga- 
tion passed along the Tennessee river wnich passed 
this river. The Yazoo was a portion of the Missis- 
sippi itself. The amount of cotton descending the 
Yazoo, the Alacooche, and the Tallahasse were in- 
valuable on the borders of these steams, and connec- 
ted with them there was also a: vast amount of public 
domain. The improvement of the river would in- 
crease the value of the property of the public. 


Mr. King said the principal obstructions in the 
Tennesse river were in the state of Alabama, and 
grew out of the Muscle Shoals. Congress granted 
the state an appropriation of land, amounting to 
400,000 acres, but the lands were not of the best 
quality, and the funds appropriated were not suffici- 
ent to accomplish this object. Mr, King wished to 
say now that he was not prepared and would not go for 
the support of a large system of internal improve- 
ments upon land or water. If gentlemen were to 
interest themselves in the navigation of separate riv- 
ers, he should press home the claims of the Alabama 
river. More than ten times the amount of com- 
merce floated on the Alabama than on the Yazoo. 


Mr. Crittenden said if the more inland waters of 
country were to receive the special attention of the 
senate, and opinion was to be divided in regard to 
the merits of the several streams of the interior, the 
result would be that nothing would be done. The 
larger rivers were the objects of the first importance. 
The Ohio and the Mississippi were the important 
rivers, and held the same relation to the west that 
the Atlantic did to the north. Eighty boats had been 
lost on the two great rivers within a short time past. 


The people of the states most interested, said Mr. 
C. could do nothing to remedy the evil complained 
of. None of the states interested had jurisdiction 
over the matter, and could do nothing to improve the 
navigation. It belonged to the general government, 
who had jurisdiction over the matter. 


Mr. Walker considered the subject one of immense 
importance to the valley of the Mississippi. The 
west had a right to complain of the Union. Six or 
seven millions had been appropriated for the survey 
of the coast alone, and that independent of all that 
had been expended for docks, harbors, break-waters, 
navy yards, &c. 

Mr. Benton was anxious that the attention of the 
senate should not be diverted from the great and sin- 
gle object prayed for. The memorial came from St. 
Louis. Fifteen years ago rewards were offered for 
the invention of machinery for the extraction of the 
large logs which obstructed the navigation of the 
river. ‘The snag boat was one of these inventions, 
and great good had been done by it. He was willing 
that these boats should go into any river where the 
logs and trees were found, and wherever they could 
go, for they could not go every where, forthe removal 
of like obstructions. An appropriation was now 
asked for this purpose, and he did not wish the great 
object to be complicated with others. 


Mr. Sevier said that the Ohio, the Mississippi, the 
Missouri, and the Arkansas rivers had received ap- 
propriations for ten years. But in the Tennessee 
and the Yazoo rivers, there had been no obstructions 
to the boats from snags. Mr.S. was fearful that no- 
thing would be done, and he was sure of it unless it 
was attached to the army bill, and reported from the 
committee on military affairs, He hoped too that 


the main object would not be lost sight of, which 
was to romove obstructions from the larger rivers. 

Mr. Calhoun then presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of delegates held at Knoxville in behalf of 
the navigation of Tennessee river. 

The memorial was read and referred to the com- 
mittee on commerce, and there ended the considera- 
tion of the subject. 

Mr. Bayard presented a bill to augment the marine 
corps. 

Mr. Merrick reported a bill to repeal certain parts 
of the army act of August 23d ult. so as to restore 
the regiment of dragoons, which the said act propo- 
sed to convert into a rifle regiment. 

The Oregon bill being the order of the day, was at 
a late hour postponed; and the senate adjourned. 

January 18. Mr. Benton recalled the subject of 
his discussion with Mr. Rives concerning the maps 
adduced in secret session on the British treaty, and 
appealed to the president of the senate for his recol- 
lection of the matter. 

Mr. Barrow did not think the chair should be ap- 
pealed to. 


Mr. Benton then invited an expression of the facts 
from Mr. Barrow and other senators, as they recol- 
lected them. Messrs. Barrow, Smith, Linn, Allen, 
and Calhoun, expressed their opinions, and the latter 
expressed the hope that the late publication of the 
treaty debates would not stand as a precedent to be 
followed in the future. Aftera few remarks from 
Mr. Rives, 


Mr. Benton ended the matter, and said he would 
refer to the last letter ever written by Dr. Frank- 
lin. This letter was dated at Philadelphia, and ad- 
dressed to Thomas Jefferson, secretary of state. 
This letter stated that the Mitchell map was the one 
used in making the treaty of peace. This map sus- 
tained the line of ’83 as claimed by the government, 
and destroyed the impression drawn from the map 
referred to by Mr. Sparks. 

The Oregon bill was then resumed. 

Mr. Choate, of Mass., occupied the floor, and re- 
plied to the arguments of Mr. Benton, and also vin- 
dicated the late treaty with England. 

The senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tnurspay, Jan. 12. After morning proceedings, 
the house resumed the consideration of the resolu- 
tion and report of the committee of ways and means 
on the exchequer. 

Mr. Fillmore moved that the usual number of 
copies of the report be ordered to be printed, and he 
would then consent that the further consideration 
of the resolution should be postponed till Monday 
week. The printing was ordered; and the house, 
without a division, agreed to the resolution being 
postponed. 

Mr. Cushing moved that the house immediately re- 
solve itself into a committee of the whole, and take 
up the exchequer bill reported by the select commit- 
tee at the last session. Decided in the negative by 
ayes 10], nays 104. 

The Speaker then announced that the regular order 
of business was now to take up the bill providing for 
the repeal of the bankrupt law. 

Mr. J. McKeon, of New York, rose to perform his 
announced purpose, of reading president Tyler out 
of the party; in other words, to show that neither he 
nor his administration was entitled tothe confidence 
and support of the democracy, and began with an 
allusion to the offers and overtures which had been 
made by Mr. Cushing, for aid to the administration. 

Mr. Cushing asked leave to explain. ‘tI insist, as 
matter of right, upon having my remarks stated cor- 
rectly. I will neither submit to the gentleman’s con- 
structions or mis-constructions.” 

Mr. McKeon produced the report of Mr. Cushing’s 
speech, and read the passage in which Mr. C. told 
the whig party that if they would refuse to co-operate 
with the president in carrying on the government, he 
would seek the aid of their adversaries! Now, he 
wished to know whether the house thought he had 
misconstrued the gentleman? What was this seek- 
ing the aid of the adversaries of the whigs, but to 
make offers and overtures for their assistance? 

Mr. Cushing again asked leave to explain. 

Mr. McKeon pointed to the clock, and hoped that 
the gentleman would wait till he had finished his 
hour. He then proceeded to a review of Mr. Ty- 
ler’s recommendations and acts, since he has filled 
the executive chair, commenting with considerable 
spirit on each, and contending that every one, ex- 
cepting the vetoes alone, proved he was no democrat. 
He dwelt particularly on his approval of the repeal 
of the sub-treasury bili, and his recommendation of 
the exchequer, to substantiate this charge. The com- 
position of his cabinet also demonstrated that he was 


ae 





Webster as the great advocate and exponent of fe- 
deral principles; and expressed his belief that that 
maT E08 would never abandon those principles. 
ndeed he had lately announced that he would never 


join the democracy. Mr. McK. quoted from his speech 


at Faneuil Hall to show that he proclaimed himself 
a whig; and then indulged in some commerts upon 
his past conduct, especially during the late war, and 
his declaration in the senate that he would not vote 
to appropriate the three millions of dollars asked by 
Gen. Jackson during our difficulties with France 
although the enemy were battering down the walls 
of the capitol. Mr. McKeon reminded the house of 
the severe comment of Mr. dams upon. that unpa- 
triotic sentiment and the general indignation it excit- 
ed. He contended that President Tyler, while sur- 
rounded by such men, and while making such re- 
commendations, and doing such acts as had marked 
the past history of the administration, could not rea- 
sonably hope for the countenance and support of the 
democracy; and proceeded to animadvert with some 
severity, upon the declaration of Mr. Cushing, that 
the power and patronage of the government would 
be used for bringing support to the executive; and 
was going on in a general course of reply to Messrs. 
Cushing and Wise, when the hour having expired; 


Mr. Rayner spoke in favor of the repeal—the 
greatest portion of his remarks being confined strict- 
ly to the subject under consideration. He referred 
to the president, and to Mr. Cushing, and Mr. Web- 
ster, and took a rapid glace at the conduct of the 
executive towards those who had elevated the latter 
to his high station, characterising it strongly as ini- 
quitous and treacherous; and thence turned to the 
spectacle of one of his chosen friends, (Mr. Cush- 
ing,) having the audacity to come before the repre- 
sentatives of the nation, and tell the deceived 
whig party that if they did not co-operate with the 
president (who had betrayed them) he would seek 
the aid of their adversaries!—holding out the power 
and patronage of the government, and the spoils of 
office, to menof any party who would come up and 
support him. Sir, said Mr. Rayner, this is adding in- 
solence to treachery. A grosser example of politi- 
cal profligacy had never been known in the history 
of parties. The venerable ex-president had com. 
pared the act of Mr. Cushing to that of the Preto- 
rian bands who put up the empire and the rule of 
Rome to the highest bidder. But Mr. Rayner thought 
it was worse—for that was done in the streets amidst 
the glitter of arms, by an audacious and debauched 
soldiery; and while this corruption reigned without, 
it had not invaded the sanctuary of the Roman se- 
nate. No! There the principles and the sentiments 
of liberty still remained pure and uncontaminated, 
andin all their original vigor. The case is much 
worse than the Roman precedent mentioned. — Here, 
in the infancy of our republic, a representative comes 
and asks freemen to yield to patronage and power. 
And this infamous proposition comes from Massa- 
chusetts!—the state which, above all others, distin- 
guished herself by devotion to the principles of li- 
berty, and resistance to corruption and oppression. 
Mr. R. turned to the representatives of Massachu- 
setts around him, and appealed to them, whether 
they would sanction this conduct of Mr. Cushing?— 
would they be the first to barter away the rights for 
which she had been the foremost to contend?—and 
done the most to secure! But Mr. Rayner added his 
regret, that he was obliged to say that these senti- 
ments of Mr. Cushing were but an echo of the sen- 
timents of a far greater man—the secretary of state 
—in Faneuil Hall. What a change must have come 
over Daniel Webster before he could have brought 
himself to utter the sentiment that the fact that many 
whigs (himself among the number) were in office, 
ought to prevent whigs from making war on the ad- 
ministration, however profligate and corrupt they 
might regard it. Mr. R. commented on other parts 
of that manifesto of Mr. Webster. He had met his 
best, his most confiding friends—men who had stood 
by him in adversity—with revilings and scorn. They 
were on the eve of an election in which the whig 
cause was at stake: and, instead of bidding them 


his personal, political, and social influence against 
them. He, too, pretending at the time to be a whig 
—‘ta Massachusetts whig—a Faneuil Hall whig!” 
Mr. R. commented, in severe terms, on the miusera- 
bly selfish and prostrate spirit—which was express- 
ed in the memorable words ‘where shall 1 go?” 
There was once atime when every American took a 
pride inthe character and fame of Daniel Webster. 
But he is now among the corruptionists, by his own 
choice. He is self-immolated. He is gone from 
those with whom he so long acted: and who took 
pride and pleasure in holding him uptor honor. As 
he saidto Mr. Calhown, when that eminent man left 
the whigs to join the democrats on the sub-treasury, 








no democrat. Mr. McKeon here alluded to Mr. 


“Let him go! We remain where we were!” 


“God speed!” he had thrown the whole weight of 
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Mr. Rayner touched upon the prospects of Mr. 
Webster. That man could scarcely hope to save 
pimself, if he had the slightest sagacity. All that 
he could expect—the greatest boon—would be, to 
use the strength of Sampson and bury his great ad- 
yersary along with himself in the ruins of that tem- 
ple which he had so long supported. 

In conclusion, Mr. Rayner denied that there had 
peen any ground for the pretence put forth by Mr. 
Webster himself, and by others, that he had been 
fiercely denounced by the whigs. The course of the 
whigs in congress, and of the whig press towards 
him, has been remarkably forbearing and lenient. 
The whigs throughout the union, whether in the 
ress, or in public assemblies of the people, or con- 
gress, had spoken of his course with regret. They 
felt sorrow and mortification. The denunciations 
came from the other side. Mr. R. was cut off, by 
the expiration of the morning hour. 

Mr. Marshall obtained the floor, and the house 
then adjourned. 

Fray, Jan. 13. Mr. Wise presented a memorial 
from citizens of Baltimore, praying congress to pass 
the exchequer bill. Mr. W. also made an ineffectual 
effort to have the house go into committee on the 
consideration of the bill heretofore reported from 
the select committee on the subject. 

After passing various private bills; and adopting 
resolutions for printing the maps of the proposed 
military posts in Oregon; the report of Lt. Wilkes 
on his examination of that territory; and authorising 
the establishment of two agencies by the secretary 
of navy, one in Missouri, and one in Kentucky, for 
the purchase of water rotted hemp for the Ameri- 
ean navy; and also for the printing of extra copies 
of Capt. Hughes’ late reconnoissance of Ohio river, 
the house adjourned. 

Sarurpay, Jan. 14. The subject of Gen. Jack- 
son’s fine was resumed. 

Mr. Hunt, of New York, addressed the house in 
opposition to the claims put forth, and advocated the 
supremacy of civil over military law. He quoted 
the 9th section ist article of the constitution of the 
United States, which says, that ‘‘the privilege of the 
writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless 
when in cases of rebellion or invasion, the public 
safety may require it,” and claimed that not the mi- 
litary commander but congress, the legislative body 
should be the judges of its necessity. He also re- 
ferred to the fact of indemnity having been made 
for the destruction of property by Gen. Smith at 
Baltimore, as an instance of the civil being para- 
mount to martial law, and protested against the doe- 
trine that civilians (as for instance, Mr. Louallier,) 
not belonging to the army might be arrested and 
tried by a military tribunal, and contended that the 
famous ‘“‘second section” of army regulations was 
itself abused in Louallier’s arrest. 

The expiration of the morning hour put a close to 
Mr. H’s remarks; and thereupon after the transac- 
tion of minor business, the house adjourned. 


Monpay, Jan. 16. Mr. Reynolds presented the pe- 
tition and proceedings of a public meeting of citi- 
zens of the state of Illinois, praying the extension of 
a territorial government over the country appertain- 
ing tothe United States between the Rocky Moun- 
tains and the Pacific ocean, including the mouth of 
Columbia river. Referred on motion of Mr. R., to 
a select committee. 
: Mr. Clifford, of Maine, offered the following reso- 
ution: 

_ Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to report forthwith the following bill to 
repeal the bankrupt law: 

Be it enacted, &c. That the act entitled ‘‘an act to 
abolish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout 
the United States,” approved on the 19th day of Au- 
gust, 1841, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

The question, “‘shall the resolution be adopted?” 
was taken and decided in the aflirmative by yeas 
128, nays 78. 

Mr. Lowell. offered the following, which was read: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
ave leave to sit during the session of the house, for 
the purpose of obeying the order of the house in re- 
lation to the repeal of the bankrupt law. 

Wy yeas 112, nays 81, the resolution was adopted. 

r. Fessenden renewed the offer of the resolution 
heretofore offered by Mr. Toland, in relation to arbi- 
trary removals from office, as in the case of Jonathan 
Roberts, &c. Objection being made, a suspension 
Was moved, but two-thirds not being obtained, fail- 
€d; the vote being ayes 103, noes 76. 

Mr. Tillinghast ofiered the following, on which he 
emanded the previous question. 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary, 
Which has been instructed to report a bill for the re- 
big of the bankrupt law, be instructed to report 


the followin roviso, in addition to and as part of 
abi i 





Provided, however, That this repeal shall not ex- 
tend to or affect any case which, at the time this act 


goes into effect, shall be pending before any court, | 


nor to any proceeding which at said time shall have 
been legally commenced, and which shall be then in 
progress under and by virtue of the said act hereby 
repealed. 

The question being taken, the resolution was a- 
dopted. And the house adjourned. 

vespAy Jan. 17. Mr. Green, on leave given, 
offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on ways and means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of bring- 
ing in a bill appropriating $200,000 per year, com- 
mencing the present year, and to be continued for 
the ensuing ten years, to be applied to the removal 
of obstructions in the western waters, to be under the 
control of the secretary of war, and report to this 
house with the most convenient despatch. 

Mr. Everett proposed a plan as a substitute for the 
exchequer. Its main feature is for the government 
to issue one hundred millions of stock based upon the 
public lands, to be distributed among the several states 
and territories; to be issued in sums of from $5 to 
$640, and to be received in payment of four-fifths of 
the price of public lands purchased: also authorising 
the issuing and re-issuing of fifteen millions of trea- 
sury notes, of as low a denomination as five dollars. 
And he also attaches to this the plan of a fiscal agent 
submitted last year. 

The committee of the judiciary being called for 
reports— 

Mr. Barnard, in obedience to the instructions of 
the house yesterday, reported a bill to repeal the 
bankrupt law with also the proviso which it re- 
quired. 

Mr. Barnard, as instructed by the committee, then 
moved 

“That the bill be recommitted to the committee 
on the judiciary with instructions to report amend- 
ments to the following effect: 

lst. Confining the repeal to that part of the bankx- 
rupt law which authorises proceedings in bankruptcy 
on the sole petition and motion of the bankrupt. 

2d. Authorising any bankrupt to declare himself 
insolvent, and making such declaration an act of bank- 
ruptcy upon which his creditors may proceed against 
him in bankruptcy. 

3d. Authorising the creditors, or a majority of them 
in amount, to nominate the assignee of the bankrupt’s 
estate. 

4th. Providing that the assent of a majority in 
amount of the creditors shall be necessary toa dis- 
charge.” 

Mr: Wise in order to bring the house to a direct 
vote and cut off all debate, moved the previous ques- 
tion which after some conversation was seconded. 

But the morning hour expiring, Mr. Barnard and 
Giddings demanded the orders of the day. 

The speaker then announced the order of the day 
to be the bill to repeal the bankrupt law, as reported 
by Mr. Everett on Dec. 13. (Page 255.) 

This caused a general laughter, as many had 
thought that the question was disposed of for to-day. 

The speaker gave the state of the question. 

On December 2ist Mr. Barnard (Reg. page 271) 
had moved an amendment as a substitute for the ori- 
ginal bill, and Mr. Cushing had offered a substitute 
amendment, and Mr. Briggs had followed with a mo- 
tion to recommit with instructions. Which proposed 
instructions Mr. C. Johnson had moved to amend so 
as to instruct the committee to report a bill for the 
immediate repeal of the bankrupt law, without limit 
or qualification; [simply in fact, striking out the pro- 
viso of the original bill of Mr. Everett. } 

The motion to commit with instructions takes pre- 
cedence of the motion to amend the bill. 

So the first question which now recurred was on the 
proposed amendment of Mr. C. Johnson to the instruc- 
tions of Mr. Briggs. 

Mr. Marshall being entitled to the flocr, moved the 
previous question; which was seconded by a vote of 
110 to 28; thus cutting off Mr. Briggs’ motion 
to commit with instructions. 

And the question was taken on the pending motion 
of Mr. Cushing to amend the proviso that the repeal 
should affect no cases, fines, penalties, &c. commenc- 
ed and incurred before its repeal. The result was— 
yeas 148, nays 62. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

The question was now taken on the pending mo- 
tion of Mr. Barnard to substitute for the bill another, 
precluding voluntary bankruptcy, and making the re- 
peal take effect on the 4th of March next; not, how- 
ever, to affect any case or penalties then existing. 

The amendment was rejected—yeas 73, nays 136. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. Objection was made to the third reading. 
Mr. Everett moved a suspension of the rule; and the 





| And on the passage of the bill the vote stood—yeas 

140, nays 71. 

Y HAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, 
Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Black, 
| Boardman, Botts, Bowne, 2 Brewster, Bronson, 
| Aaron V. Brown, Burke, William Butler, William O. 
| Butler. Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Wil- 
liam B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Gowen, 
Daniel, Garret Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, 
Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Eve- 
rett, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. F ere Fornance, 
Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, 
Wm. O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Green, Gustine, Har- 
ris, Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, 
Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, 
Cave Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Little- 
field, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, 
McKay, McKennan, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Al- 
fred Marshall, ‘Thomas F’. Marshall, Mathews, Mattocks, 
» Medill, Mitchell, Morris, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, 
Owsley, Parmenter, Patridge, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, 
Proffit, Ramsey, Rayner, Read, Reding, Rencher, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Riggs, Roosevelt, Sanford, Sewell, Shaw, 
Shepperd, Shields, Slade, ‘Truman Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, 
Stanly, Steenrod, Stokely, Alexander H. H. Stuart, 
John 'T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
John B. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Trip- 
lett, Trotd, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, 
Washington, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Wise, 
Wood, Aug. Young—140, ' 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews 
Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcoex, Baker, Barnard, Borden, 
Briggs, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Cal- 
houn, Childs, John C, Clark, Staley N. Clark, Cranston, 
Cravens, Cushing, John Edwards, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
Gates, Granger, Henry, Howard, Hunt, Joseph R. In- 
gersoll, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, James, William C. 
Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, 
Linn, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Pearce, Pendle- 
ton, Powell, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Ridgway 
Rodney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, 
Stratton, Richard W. Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, Edward D. White 
Joseph L. White, ‘Thownas W. Williams, Christopher H. 
 Lasermaat Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, John 

Toung—7l. 

So the bill was passed in the following form, to 
wit: 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That an act entitled ‘tan act to establish a uniform 
system of bankruptcy throughout the United States,” 
approved on the 19th August, 1841, be, and the same 
hereby is, repealed: Provided, That this act shall not 
affect any case or proceeding in bankruptcy com- 
menced before the passage of this act, or any pains, 
penalties, or forfeitures incurred under the said act; 
but every such proceeding may be continued to its 
final consummation in like manner as if this act had 
not been passed. 

The house adjourned. 








Wepnespay, JAN. 18. Mr. Briggs, on leave giv- 
en, offered the following resolution, which was adopt- 
ed: 

Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary 
pensions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of giving a pension to John Cary,a free colored 
man, a native of the county of Westmoreland, state 
of Virginia, now a resident of this district, who 
says he was a body servant of General Washington 
at the time of Braddock’s defeat in 1755, and was 
present at that battle, and that he was a servant of 
General Washington at the surrender of Cornwallis 
in 1781,and who is believed to be one hundred and 
twelve years old. 


Mr. J. T. Mason presented the resolutions of the 
legislature of Maryland, instructing their senators 
and requesting their representatives to introduce and 
support a bill forthe relinquishment of the stock 
held by the United States to the state of Maryland, 
on condition of completing the canal to Cumberland 
in five years; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Adams moved that the house resolve itself in- 
to a committee of the whole for the purpose of tak- 
ing up the bill for providing satisfaction of claims for 
French spoliations, committed on American com- 
merce prior to 1€00. He said that the claimants 
had been waiting forty years. 

The motion was agreed to and the house went into 
committee. 

Mr. Adams moved to postpone the army bill which 
first came in order; the motion did not prevail—ayes 
78, nays 50. 

The army bill was then taken up, ana several a- 
mendments were submitted and rejected. 

Mr. Reynolds moved an amendment, to appropriate 
$20,000 for a military survey from Counci! Bluffs to 
the mouth of the Columbia river. 

The committee rose without taking the question 
on Mr. Reynold’s amendment, and the speaker re- 





motion prevailed. 


. 


sumed the chair, soon after which the house adjourn- 
ed. 
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one goa ncn fearful Indian foes. Itis but three weeks since the ex-| Balloting for lieut ERI oS A ppm 
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_ Bank or Enetianp. Quarterly average of the weekly 

liabilities and assets of the Bank of England, from the 

10:h of September, 1842, to the 2d of December, 1542: 
ilities. 





; Liabili Assets. 
Circulation §£19,563,000 | Securities £21,.210,000 
Deposites 8,956,000 | Bullion 9,984,000 

£28,519,000 £31,194,000 


Commerce oF Quezec. There arrived at Quebec in 

1833, 1,031 vessels, exclusive of those from the lower 
ports and river; in 1840, 1,234, in 1841, 1,251; in 1842, 
only 859. 
_ Carvers. The new mill whichis in progress of build- 
ing in this city, by the Lowell corporation, is intended for 
the introduction of new carpet power looms, which is a 
new invention by a young gentleman of this city. Here- 
tofore, the hand loom alone has been used. By this new 
invention, one female will be able to do the work of three 
men. A few of these looms have been in operation for 
several months, and their complete success placed be- 
yond a doubt. [Lowell Cour. 


Corron &c., Trape. Liverpool, Dec. 10. The burst 
of speculation produced by the news from China and In- 
dia, has passed away, but a fair business is doing in cot- 
ton, and the price uf that great staple continues so mod- 
erate as to give every encouragement to the revival of the 
trade. The new crop is now coming in freely. Busi- 
ness generally is in an improving state, and confident 
hopes are felt in all quarters that next year will be one of 
commercial activity. Weare happy to learn that the 
good news from the east, and the hope of a revival of 
trade, have liad the effect of considerably improving the 
value of British shipping. Owiag to the expectation of 
further legislative chaiigee lite is doing either in the corn 
or sugar trade at present, and the tea trade is also at a 
stand still, owing to the recent news from the east, and 
the uncertainty as to the effects which will be produced 
on the supply and prices of tea by the changes of the re- 
lations with China. 


Consun. The president of the United States has re- 
cognized John Antonio Pizarro, vice consul of Spain, for 
the port of Baltimore. 

CusveLanp, Ouro, The exports of this city during 
the year 1842 amounted to $5,851,898 66, of which 
something over $1,016,000 went to Canada. The num- 





ber of arrivals by steamboat during the year was 1,050, 
and by other vessels 1,418; the number of departures 
equal, less 4. Of the aggregate exports $1,116,720 con- 
sisted of wheat, $2,224,524 of flour, $194,500 of iron, | 
$334,364 of pork, and $101,308 of cheese. A company | 
of citizens of Cleveland has gone extensively into the 
manufacture of lard oil and candles. 


CHESAPEAKE AND Ounio canaL. The corporation of 
the city of Washington, by the assent of all its organs,— | 
the board of aldermen, the common council and the) 
mayor,—have passed a resolution giving its assent to the | 
transfer, by the United States, of the stock originally 
subscribed for by the city of Washington in the Chesa- 

eake and Ohio Canal company, to the state of Mary- 
ook and the cities of WaShington, Georgetown and 
Alexandria, on condition that the latter shall provide 
means to complete the canal to Cumberland in a given 
time—and on the further condition that the state of Ma- 
ryland will agree not to foreclose any of the mortgages 
she may now have on said canal. 


Evropean Markets. Liverpool, 14th Dec. 1842. The 
active demand for cotton and the extensive business no- 
ticed in our circular of 3d instant, by last steamer ter- 
minated with that day, The daily transactions since 
have not been nearly half as large as for the previous 





fortnight, and the speculative demand suspended; and | 
as the new American cotton continues to be freely offer- | 


mand of lieut. col. Hitchcock, and in that incredibly 
short space of time they have accomplished more than 
the most sanguine hoped for. Fifty Indians of the hostile 
tribe are now ready to embark on board the Wm. Gaston 
at the mouth of Ocklocknee river, and the settlers bor- 
dering on the Apalachicola river can now return to their 
houses in perfect safety. The chief of this band, Par- 
co-fa, we understand, has assured col. Hitchcock, that 
there are no other Indians besides those of his band in 
ee a. the country clear through to the Choctaw- 
atchie. 


_Joz Smiru. This personage, who lately surrendered 
himself at Springfield, Illinois, in obedience to the requi- 
sition of the governor of Missouri on a charge of being 
accessary to the attempted assassination of ex-governor 
Boggs, having been brought before Judge Pope ona 
writ of habeas corpus, was discharged on the 5th from 
custody on the ground that he is not a fugitive from jus- 
tice, and consequently not the subject of surrender to 
the authorities of another state. 


IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. The bill to abolish impri- 
sonment for debt in the state of New Hampshire, after 
passing through the house of representatives, was defeat- 
ed in the senate. 


Inprans. The steamboat Charleston arrived at New 
Orleans on the 7th inst. from Cedar Keys, having on 
board one hundred Indians, in charge of lieut. Britton of 
the 7th, and Johnson, of the 8th regiments, and major 
Capris, Indian agent. Amongst them are the celebrated 
chiefs Tiger-tail and Getia-chee. 


Inuinors. The senate of this state having passed re- 
solutions declaring ihat there ought to be no tariff, and 
at present no direct taxation, the Cincinnati Chronicle, 
noticing this proceeding, says— 

“We must believe, as the only mode of reconciling 
these things with the human understanding, that the 
legislature of Illinois are Millerites; and, as the end 
of the world occurs in 1843, there is no necessity 
for raising a revenue. Of course, if there is to be no 
tariff and no direct taxation, there is no pay for office- 
holders, and the end of civil government has come. We 
think now we have got to the end of the demagogues. 


LARGE STEAMBOAT. A new steamboat called the Em- 


| pire, was launched at New York on Wednesday. She 


was built forthe Troy company, and is to run between 
the two cities twice every day; her length on deck is 330 
feet, breadth exclusive of guards 30 feet 6 inches, depth 


9 feet 9—her cabins are upwards of 300 feet long, and 


altogether she is the largest and finest,and doubtless 
will prove to be the fastest river boat ever launched. 


Lovistana. Revision of the constitution. The votes 


| cast at the last election in Louisiana for and against the 


proposition to hold a convention for the purpose of re- 
vising the state constitution were counted by the legisla- 
ture on the 4th instant, when it was found that the peo- 
ple had determined in favor of a convention by a vote of 
14,396 for, and 4,030 against it. 

U. S. Senator. The hon. Alexander Porter (whig) 
has been chosen asenator of the U. States for six years 
from the 4th of March next, when the term of Mr. Con- 
rad (whig) expires. ‘The vote stood—Porter 45, Conrad 
22, Slidell 5, blank 2. The electien took place on the 
9th inst. The Van Buren party made no nomination, 
but voted so as to ensure the defeat of Senator Conrad. 


Marne. Gov. Fairfield has sent his message to the 
legislature, from which it appears that the finances of 
the state are ina favorable condition, and that the inte- 
rest on the state debt, which amounts to $1,700,000, has 
been promptly paid,and $10,000 of the principal re- 
deemed. ‘I'he governor thinks direct taxation the most 
effectual method of removing state embarrassments. He 
grumbles much at the terms of the iate adjustment of 


ed, prices of fair and good qualities have declined jaid., the boundary. 


per pound (the greatest depression being in the best) 
oo even the ordinary and middling qualities are !d. 
ower. 

The sales of the week ending 9th instant, were 23,150 
bales, (includiag about 8,000 sold on the 3d instant,) of 
which 5,740 were Upland, at 4a6}, 7.220 Orleans at 4a7, 
with 10 at 73; 4,440 Alabama and Mobile at 4a5}, and 
110 Sea Island at 7$al4$d. per pound. The business for 
four days to this evening is estimated at 13,000 bales.— 
The extreme quotation for fair Upland is 5}, and fair 
Orleans 53. Good Orleans is selling at 6d. and nothing 
above 6jd. exceptsmall fancy lois. At Manchester, there 
is much less animation and spirit in their market, but 
still a fair steady rate. 

London, Dec. 14. There was no leading feature in 
stock operations to-day. ‘The prices of yesterday were 
maintaned and well supported, taking into consideration 
the amount of business transacted. Consols for the ac- 
count closed 923 to 94; bank stock, 1725 to 1735; three 
per cents. reduced 943, exchequer bills, 5ls. to 53s, pre- 
mium; three and a haif per cents. reduced, 1003 to 10]; 
and India bonds, 47s. premium. 

Salted provisions. By an official note from the privy 
council of trade, it has been aunounced, that the hams 
dried and smoked in Canada and American salted pork 
would be subjected to the same duty as hams of Cana- 
dian produce, namely, 3s. 6d. per ewt. This will tend still 
further to reduce the price of salted provisions. 


Fiorina. The Apalachicola Journal of the 31st ult. 
has the following—“We notice with great pleasure the 
arrival of the United States steamer Wm. Gaston, with 





the cheerful intelligence that we are entirely free from our 


MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE, GOVERNOR, &c. In the 
senate on the 12th instant, Frederick Robinson was elec- 
ted president, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resig- 
nation of Mr. Leland. The votes were—for F. Robin- 
son 13, Josiah Quincy 9. E. Dickinson 1. 

The joint committee on the return of votes for govern- 
or, &c., made the following report— 

For governor. 


Votes given 117.992 
Marcus Morton 56,491 
John Davis 54,939 
Samuel E. Sewell 6,382 
F’, Jackson 37 
William Jackson 37 


On Monday !6th inst. the house proceeded to the se- 
lection of two names to be presented to the senate one 
of which is required to be chosen by that body as gov- 
ernor. At the second ballot the vote stood, whole num- 
ber 349; Morton 174, Davis 169, Sewell 4. Morton was 
declared accordingly to be elected and the house:proceed- 
ed to ballot for a second candidate. The result was, 
whole number of votes 292; necessary to a choice 147; 
John Davis 271; Samuel E. Sewell 21. 

A committee was appointed to inform the senate of 
the selection of these names, and the house then ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday at 12 o’clock, ihe senate proceeded to the 
special assignment of the day—the election of a govern- 
or and lieutenant governor for the year ensuing. 

The result of the ballot was as follows—Whole num- 
ber of votes, 38; necessary to a choice, 20; Marcus Mor- 
ton, 27; John Davis, 11; orfe blank rejected. 





> r ’ 37; ne- 
cessary to a choice, 19; H. H. Childs, 26; 
il i one blank oo, q +e George Hull, 
0 Wiarcus iViorton is thus electe r 
H. Childs lieutenant governor of the A rb 5 oa 


Navau. The U. S. steamer Union, under th 
mand of Lieut. Hunter, (inventor of the new olan Shon 
which she is constructed) left the Washington navy yard 
on the 14th inst. and arrived at Norfolk on the mornj 
of the 16th. and exchanged salutes with the flag shis 
Pennsylvania. She is to undergo some modification rr 
her paddles, to effect which, as her paddles are placed 
entirely below the water-line, will probably require her 
being taken into the dry-dock. 

The U. S. sloop of war Marion, 
we at St. Ronen we a 19th ult. - 

marine guard has been assigned to the U. S. },; 

Boxer, Lieut. Com. Bullus. S. brig 

Capt. Conner, U.S. N. The Army and Navy Chro. 
nicle states, that “Capt. David Conner has resigned the 
office of chief of the bureau of construction, equipmen; 
and repair, in consequence of the impaired state of his 
health. Capt. C’s resignation took effect on the 31st De. 
cember. His successor is not yet known.” 
_ Commodore T. Ap. C. Jones, of the Pacific squadron 
it is said, has been recalled from that station, and is to be 
superceded in his command in consequence of his gt. 
tack upon the Mexican town of Monterey. 


New Hampsnire. The Van Burenites of this state 
have nominated Gov. Hubbard for re-election. They 
have also selected a ticket for state officers and members 
of congress. 

A portion of the “democrats,” with ex-governor Hill at 
thgjr head, have nominated John A. White, of Lancas. 
ter; for governor, and John Fate, (late governor), James 
Clark, Abner Greenleaf, and Israel Hunt, jr, for con. 
gress, in opposition to the regular democratic candidates, 

The whigs have not nominated a congress ticket, be. 
ing desirous to have the state divided into congressional 
districts, agreeably to the Jaw passed at the last session 
of the national legislature. 


Postage. The postmaster general has sent a state. 
ment to the senate, in which he proposes to fix the prices 
of postage thus: 

Upon all single letters sent by the mail any distance 


Com. Armstrong, 


not over 30 miles, 5 cents, 
Over 30 to 100 miles, 10 « 
Over 100 to 220 miles, bb. * 
Over 220 to 400 miles, 90 «CO 
Over 400 miles, > * 


PRESIDENTIAL. The democratie convention of the state 
of Kentucky, which assembled at Frankfort on the 9th 


‘inst. nominated Col. R. M. Johnson, for the presidency, 


subject to the decision of a national convention. 

The Pennsylvania convention of the friends of Mr. 
Buchanan whith assembled at Harrisburg, about the 8th 
Janualy and nominated him, have put forth an address 
to the people of the United States advocating his claims 
to that office. 

On Saturday evening, January 7th, a large meeting of 
the friends of Martin Van Buren, was held at the Maso- 
nic Hall, in Philadelphia, H. Horn, esq. presiding. A 
speech was delivered by Mr. Davezac, and an address on 
behalf of the committee appointed for the purp se, and 
from the pen of J.R. Heyman, was read. Letters were 
received from various distinguished gentlemen of the 
country; among others, one from Gen. Jackson, who 
sent the following sentiment— 

Martin Van Buren—Faithful in all his acts to the de- 
mocracy of the United States; he merits their fullest con- 
fidence. ; 

The first volunteer toast was by Henry Horr, pres 
dent of the day. 

“James K. Polk, of Tennessee, the ab’e and inflexible 
champion of the principles of democracy: the friend and 
confidant of Jackson and Van Buren— may the national 
convention afford the people the cpportunity of test!!y- 
ing their gratitude in his election to the second office in 
their gift.” 

REPRESENTATIVE FROM Georcia. Official returns from 
89 counties, give Mr. Crawford a majority of 5,060 over 
Mr. McDougald. 

Re-evecrion oF Mr. Crittenpen, Kentucky SEA 
tor. ‘The legislature of Kentucky on the 9th inst. pro 
ceeded to elect an U. S. senator for six years from ‘he 
4th of March next. Mr. Crittenden was nominated by 
the whigs, and Col. Johnson by the V. Burenites. On the 
first ballot Mr. Crittenden was re-elected, having I 
ceived 88 votes to 43 given to Col. Johnson. 


Surrpinc Lyrerrst. A convention of ship owners of 
New England lately assembled at Boston and adopted 
the following: 

Resolved, ‘That in the opinion of the convention, the 
existing colonial agreement between this country 2 
Great Britain subjects the navigation of the U, States t0 
disadvantages which demand a remedys;—and that the 
existing treaties of commerce with other powers of Ku- 
rope, have had and are likely to continue to have a bane- 
fil infloerice upon the carrying trade and shipping 1n'e 
rest of this country. . 

Resolved, That the introduction of the warehousing 
system into the policy of the country, should be ve age a 
panied by a provision for the allowance of, draws “ 
upon foreign materials used in the construction a0 oes 
fits of vessels; that the American builders may Sayre * 
the severe competition with foreigners who obtain ‘ oa 
materials under such provisions, and therefore at a ¢ 


per rate. 
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